a) ome Ge 


REMNANT EDITORIAL--MeW. . 





Putting out this nowslctter is a lot of work. Grinding out 
36 pages-swriting, editing, typing, mimcosraphing, mailing-- 
in a fow days on the run makes it difficult for us to come 

~outwith-sonething we-can be proud of, So-we keep ~promising 
you that it will <ct better; and wo invite any group to 
help us by doing one issuc. We announced in 2 that this 

«issue was going to come from Bethel College, Unfortunatcly, 
aftcr a weck of Free University activitics we wore all. 
oxhausicd. But some of the matcrial in here was written by 
Bethel students. And if we cvor come out with another issue, 
we will print the toxt of a happening performed at Bethel 
in November, : 

We arc gotting quite a bit of material now, perhaps in 
response to our disclaimers, although most of it comes from 
a fow'friends. And wo keep sctting. cnthusiastic responses 
from our readors along with somo frustratcd reactions. For 
Some pcople REMNANT is a liberating media: a shect that.is 
not afraid to criticize and not afraid to reconstructs ("Both 
issucs of Romnant wore really“crcateee.s Your wickcdncss is : 
delicshtfully refreshing and human in an.otherwise stuffy 
ard pious scct.") For others, it is obscene: dirty words). 
irreverant romarks, thou*htless criticisms. 

We are not about to begin ccnsoriffg,or to make an issuc | 
over our frecdom to, say "fuck." Lanzuaze is an issuc, though; 
and obseenity is an issue. Obscenity is not writing/saying . 
dircetly about the human body, its functions, its products; 
obscenity is rofusing to bring words and what. they refer to 
together. ates 

"God" is an obscene word when it is uscd to exclude 
people who are scarching for religious meaning but who 
don't usc the RIGHT formulas; "domocracy" is an obscene 
word whon it justifics the murder of Victnamese peasants 

_and Latin Amcrican freedom fighters, and the oppression of 
blacks in America; "tolcranec is an obscene word when it 
means to tolcorate any activity, rezardicss of how much 
suffcring it brings to others; and yos, "fuck" is an obe 

scone word when it refers to the manipulation of pcople, 
sexually or otherwise. ek . a : 

But God is also a reality people beliovo in, democracy 
(not to be confused with capitalism) is tho way of organi. 

_@ing a political structure, tolerance of idcas is still : 
necessary, and fucking with somcone you. love is still bcau- 
tiful. Words arc not themsclves obscene, but pcople and 
Situations arce (continucd on back page) 

This is the 3rd issue of REMNANT finally published in mid-December 1969 after scver- 

al weeks of good intentions. It was assembled in Chicago by Steve, Mark, Stoin, and 

G.P.Funk. Subscription rates arc still $2 per year, assuming wo last that long, plus 

an oxtra $1 for the magazine, still coming soone Froquoney of publication: Random. 

None of the matcrial herein is copyrighted or Reg.U.SePat.Offe-cd. Color by Cascade. 





BREFACE TO A MARCH: 


< Foy Dass 338; Pore rox 
(os THE PEOPLE 
Mey So ts ("*Bayonets, Tear Gas Halt 5,000 ‘at Ft, Dix" 
a Se aes Prigwa ke. ole¥e patly News headline.) 
T'm not sure when I first heard of the Oct ‘12 Hoek a free the Fort Dix 38. 
It was probably the night at McSorleys Alehouse after four mugs and a plate of 
cheese, crackers and onions, Or possibly at work from Ray Dobbins, a barrel~ 
chested Irishmen who was helping organize the merch. 
Somehow I found myself at Union Suare eat that morning, and after a brief 
but unsuccessful search for the subway men’s room, I surfaced st the corner of 
hth and 1th to meet Dan Hood and join part of the Mew York continzent of marchers. 
As we squeezed our way into the swelling clusters of beards, helmets, army greens, 
and dog-eared hobbit hets, two stern faces edged slowly toward us, "Feds", 
someone muttered, and the one responded with a smirk as he glanced at the "Moratorium'' 
button pinned on his coat. 
The °marsheals’ org-nizing the march hurried to and fro but still the busses filled 
at snails vace, After about 50 impatient minutes, Dan and I left the crowd and 
boarded an empty bus dowm the line. Others also climbed in and sat down, Then 
still more, and soon the bus was filled, Like sheep to the slaughter? someone 
asked, No one knew quite what to expect. Though some violence was anticipated, 
“Ulte demonstration wes int-nded to be "basically a peaceful one", The more 
mititent demonstrators did plen to get onto the Army base as far as possible but’ 
te “oy Gidn’t want to fight with the GI's guarding the fort as the demonstration 
wis scainst the U.S. Army, not its victims. 
wc lone last the. hus ahead of us rumbled to a start and we waited anxiously 
for ox driver to hop aboard. Instead a girl of mid-twentyish age appeared at 
‘tye front and demanded to know: — 





"oie chis bus, jist: filsitselE?™ 

TOs 

"Ds you all heve (transportation) tickets?" 
CV a ae 

‘Does this bus have a ’marshail??" 

‘dali ao, this is a peoples’ bus.’® 


Ske disapneared in the burst of lauc’ter and soon our driver was guidine us 
through the sonerete city streets, vast a House of God (vacant after mass), 
into the Swiday morning sunshine and the New Jersey terrain, past the Statue of 
Liberty and into fresh air, 

“How far is iti" a eircls voice asked. 
‘tT don’t knew, Zook ot a map," encther replied. 
"Macs are oh ee ease orod,"* the first shouted back, 

A hoy nomed: Petap, cwho tacked like a movie star playing the role of a fun but not- 
toc-bricht ecollege student, reached in his suitcoat and produced 2 jackknife and roll 
of cheese, After amvie professions 6f love and brotherhood end a hearty communion 
of cheese slabs, we went back to the indifference of newspapers and morning naps, 
ous beef sandwiches still secure in the napsack above, 

We sned past a white sedan, and I thought of Simon & Garfunkle’s song: "Gounting 
cars on the New Jersey Turnpike. They've all come to look for America." For 
America. Yes, for Americe with its spacious skys and B-52"%s and amber fields of 
rice naddies and Vietnamese gooks running for Buddka knows where, For America, 
with its NO-Dick Nixons, and Hubert Humpbacks, and Billy Graham grinning--all 
smiles for the Lord. For America, with its liberty, its justice and its law and 
order and Ft, Dix 38, Yes, Here we were, hurrying off to Wrightsville, NJ., of 

‘America, with its Sykesville Road and fierce Fort Dix eager to hear witness to 
the gas masks and bayonets. "Come on over +o our side, We're here to helo you. We" 
‘.don*t need guns end ors and bavonettes, We come in veace”" and all the while 
“watching the vlessy eyes shift back end forth behind their martian mesks_and wonder= 
ing if mryhe you didn’t vo to hish school with some of those guys. 

If all the rood folk of Wrigchtsville had seen this onslaught advancing on their 
peaceful burg, that Sunday morning, would they hove known the grim faces marked 
not * congregation of snerchists taking their calling seriously but really a troop 
of swollen bladders looking for the nearest toilet? 

"There's a Gulf station ahead." 
("Closed on Sundays') 
Atlantic, 
(*Restrooms: out of order’) "You're maps are no good either." 
Mobile 
"Tt's open. It*s really opent" 
God Bless Mobil. God bless Mobil and its toilets and its motley line of would&be 
marchers. God bless all the...."Hey, hurry up in there. JThaven't pissed since 
- I left Chicagol* 
~~Danielsons 


ee 





DRAFT — 
J 


piOt® (CONERG aN a 


REVELATIONS! FROM THE UNZOLIES, 

SNATH AND GRIKKLE! FROM THE IRREVERENT, 
WHAT LIGHT BREAKS YONDER WINDOW? : ; 
GADFITES OF IlORAL HUMANIST POLITICAL ACTIVISM. 





The "Consultation on Conscience .nd Conscription" was orgenized by the: MCC Peace 
Section “in response to the call of the church", Suddenly, within the last year,. 
and most particularly within the lost. few months, the church had recognized the 
need to take another look at tre “issues involved in the draft and-its verious 
dimensions", As John A, Lapp, xecutive Sec, of Peace Section put it: “As God acts 
and as the Eoly Spirit speaks we need. to reassess our faithfulness and obedience, 

As the church has often done before, we need to look afresh at the Spirit's direction 
in our deliberations. Peonle within the church are askinge whether the decisions 
made in an earlier day sre still -valid, At least three of our e>nferénces have 

been asked to speak on the draft and the Mennonite Weekly Review (October 30,1969) 
has editorially asked for more clarity end s unified voice," 


‘Here it was, 1969, after four yerrs of 2 erowing resistance eens springing 
from the snecific irnossibility of killine "gooks" in Vietnams hundreds of head- 
strong resisters doing time; thousands of evaders heading north; court martial, 

AWOL and non-coonerators in the stockades of America....; after Concatensesaietcken 
COs objected to the hlood on their alternatives end turned in their cards; after a 
fledgling Menno resist-nce movement confronted the meeting at Turner, Oregon, and 
“misguided" shabby, " ", lonehaired youth demanded consideration at the Western 
District Conf, in Wichita...the Foly Spirit spoke to the church. The cool insti- 
tutional waters began to bubble end foam and November 20th found a unique collection 
of reople meeting in Chicago's WABASH YMCA to ee ae with each other and the 

spirit that moved them all. 


POW-WOW! MOTLEY TRIBAL GATHERING IN YMCA gee eee sore. 


The sign in the lobby read, "MCC Peace Conference Upstairs, Checking in 
downstairs Thursday afternoon was a wild conglomeration of Mennos:' from square- 
cut beared faces with clean upver-lips and straight-cut coats in sober gray and 
somber black to freaky beards hairy hair boots and bell-bottoms shouting peace/joy/ 
yippie! in bright colors. The Ymea resulars who've seen about everything that 
walks or crawls looked at this group end asked "how does it fit together? It don’t 
make sense",and they weren't the only ones uptight with avoearances, But people 
started shekine hands together and sizing up the scene and everyone knew that it 
had possibilities...wierd? Yes, On the surfece of things, Rut there was some 
deev water flowine here from an unknown source hundreds of years old and if it 
was possible that this unlikely bunch hac a common history and was really being 
prodded along h” the Moly Snirit,,,well then, meybe they were into something, 
Someone said that the whole purpose of this thing was to “save souls...OUR OMN 
SOULS, this time", and there was an honest urgency in the voice as well as 
bewilderment and confusion. So the handshakes continued and the participants 

registered for name-tags and recieved their rackets of informational material along 
with yellow sheets of paper--the very imnortant agendas which would insure that 
everyone was fairly represented an that both flexh and spirit had avvropriate cues. © 


LIBERAL FAIR*PLAY AND THE RADICAL RAINBOW SIGN 


Thursday nicht was the onering ganbit, It was governed by liberal good sense 
and sought to point out the problems of. conscription by havine representatives of 
verious pésitions end cisssifications ete, to explain their differing poin nis-of 
ViCWe cet b schat as Aah <6 simpicg tesk and it soon became clear that. the progvam was 
ori ‘balance. To beetin with e mmiber of people were conspicous by their abseences 
there were no noticsble representatives of “he harge percenta ge-of Mennonites who 
are willine to kill for their country. .Do they lack concern about the draft or 
did they fell un-wanted? Secondly, women were very scarce and the few whodid 
aopesr were young. Doesn’t the Holy Spirit rap to females? If any blacks — 
attended the gathering, they were “passing”, Is a black anabaptist too much of an 
incongruity? Do such cretures exist? ; | 


The liberal planners did manage to come up with one Quaker as an ecumenical 
gesture, and featured four voung men of differing ecnscriptural persuasions as a 
panel to herd up the program the first night, After a refreshing personal testi- 
mony by William Keeney, Dan Jantzen described how he happened to wind up where he 
As noW.e.ein voluntary service in \Jichita, Kans. For Dan, deciding to go CO was no 
hassle but obstacles cropned up when he wanted to work overséas under MCC, MCC 
found him unwilling to submit to their digma and rebuffed him repeatedly even when 
he used his ingenuity to find his own eon — a hospital in India. He found it 

(continued 4) 


(Menno Confab continued) 


much easier to get satisfaction from his draft board than from MCC who considered 
mild-mannered:Dan. too far out forthe smooth-runnine NCC machine, Dan's story is 
unique, but it’is a common situation for the more capable Mennonite young men to 
get, screwed by a reactionary over-seas program, Doug Hostetter, veteran of 3 years 
voluntary. service in Vietnam, prodded the same tender spot the following day when 
he wondered aloud, “I really have -to question the values of our church, when we 
recognize killing as dubious Christian service, while being explicit about smoking 
and drinking as evil," ..- pp ER 


While Dantzen had presénted a straight-forward description of his feelings and 
actions in regard to the draft, other panel members were less than effective, 
Alvin Yoder, -who’ chose Earning Altern-tive Service explained, "I wanted to be in 
a mission settine. I wented to relate to not only a job, but elso a church and 
community action. This really opened my eyes to the needs of society as I look 
back on it, I think.I served my country and God well in this capacity." When 
asked how he felt’ about the enti-war movement, Yocer replied, "My reaction is 
mental:.,.l do a lot of praying," mee : 

Arthur Fofer chose Non-Comhatent Service as e medic mainly because "IAO is the 
traditional thing in our area (California)se.sebut I did do a lot of prayine." He 
explained, "I do believe that God gave’our forefethers wisdom where in the con- 
stitution they made provision for 6 years of service and 2 years of active service. 
I feel I have an obligation to obey our government if it doesn’t cause us to sin," 
When asked about the conflict of interests--whether God and Country could be 
equally end completely served: at the same time, he replied, “I’m sure the Lord 
will be able to work it out." ‘Hofer didn’t seem to realize that this very gathering 
hac been called for that purpose, 

Certainly the most steadfast in his explanation was Doug Baker, an intense young 
man who had chosen to resist the draft, He charced that "The draft is blatantly 
discriminatory towards the poor and bleck," And said that he refused to cooperate 
. with-Selective Service because it was "an integral part of the military system", 
Raker exvlained that he wented to stay (rather than flee to Canada) and fight 
problems in the US, and when asked (by Hofer) about a Communist take-over in 
Vietnam, he replied, "If everyone in this country would refuse to fight in Vietnam, 
the country would obviously be over-run with Vietnamese, (applause) I think our 
country can be defended by non-violent means, but if it can't, then better that it 
would not be defended sat 211," ee | te 

Tt was clear that the policos st the meeting had a big edge on the dialog. Some 
of the laneuege was magic, most simply articulate. Actually, a persuasive case 
can be made for any position on the draft. Intelligent men heve killed in the past. 
Intelligent men have gone 1A0, IW, or have taken a variety of other positions 
in response to complex motivations, but very little understanding came from the 
representatives of l-W and 1l-A-O positions. The case was stacked, not intentionally, 
but by default. The more radical positions could at least he defended...questions 
could be answered because -they had occured before, while the submissive cooperators 
did not understand even their own position. And the rainbow sign glowed warmly over 
the Omega of resistance, 


BED SPRINGS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT 
But the magic of langusge was far from over, Brother Keeney, suggested that we 
conclude the evening session with a silent meeting for 15 minutes or so in deference 
to the single Quaker among us, Keeney failed to give a brief description of what a 
. Quaker meeting was, however, and as it happened the evangelistic flank of the the 
body decided that this was their opportunity to testify. Just as I began my 
meditation, a young Christian in a blue blazer stepped up to the microphone and 
warned us ebout the evils of Godless humanism, proclaiming the need for lives . 
dedie-ted to Christ, This pattern continued to grow and grow and grow more 
amazing until sturdy old Brother Wenger was called upon (another move by Keeney | 
who had evidently had’ enough) to bring the scene to a religiously acceptable close}; 
whereupon Brother Wenger began an eternally gutsy confession of faith and trembling 
in: memories of his youne manhood, "You know he said, “how sometimes as a young 
man you lie in bed and you're too restless to sleep?" And yes, we all knew and 
tried to look deep behind the wrinkles of his eyes to see if he had winked. Rut 
no, his eves were so deep+set that you couldn't see them from ten feet away and 
he just stood there ravping on‘with his big hands caressins a four=inch thick 
Pible, turninc‘us ell onto our own fantesiés., Rrother ‘lenger had cot down on his 
knees years ago and asked to Lord what to do and after a while he falt better and 
his restlessness hed been eased and he got some sleep, but he never did tell us 
what he.had dones That was left up to our imagination. Amen. : 
ie ee Parana ay ee (continuea S ) 
* : 


FRUGAL, MENNOS SHOP AT SALVATION 
ARMY AND SAVE, SAVE SAVE. 


(Menno Confab continued) 
AMAIGAMATION OF THE CATALYST - 


or 

IN THE WORLD AND OF IT 

how °° 

UP AGAINST THE WALL MUTHAFUC KER 


(We're caught between the upper and lower millstones of 
- liberal theology with a rational pacifism, and fundamen- 
talist militarism. --Guy Hershberger) , 


It is Friday and the good scholars of Mennoland bless us with their research 
and observations, The day is heavily scheduled with J, Richard Burkholder in the 
morning, small groups for lunch, Jim Juhnke in the afternoon with comments by 
Guy Hershberger and a resistance movie ! plus (+) Delton Franz in the evening « 
Sandwiched in between during the day are the individual meetings of minds and 
‘bodies, the migraines, the ad hoc gatherings, 2nd Who knows what all, 

Burkholder presented a very heavy paper delineating the ethical reasoning behind 
various Anabaptist attitudes toward conscription. He dealt with the Four Cees: 
Christ, Conscience, Church,and Conscription and managed to weave such a tight 
contextual background that it is imoossible to jerk out a few quotes for public 
display, Put if you can get hold of it, read it for coherence, Burkholder was 
not only the detached observer in his paper but he played that role the entire 
time, We may never know what he is really thinking. ! ; 

After lunch Juhnke hit everyone with a statement which should heve been no 
surprise but was: that “The present crisis, like so many other crises in Mennonite 
history, did not result from the church's initiative but rather from the impact of 
the world upon the church", He laid out a historiczl sketch which revealed that 
Mennos may like to think they are not of the world but finally that is what makes 
them moves Mennos, at best, become Christian reluctantly...only when prodded into 
“it. “Mennonites have sometimes been tempted to believe. that their refusal of 
military service placed them ahove compromise with the war=making function of the 
state," Juhnke said, "But this hrief review of the history of Mennonites and the 
draft suggests that Mennonites compromised at each turn in the story." "Their 
call to service came not from Christ, but from the state, The sovernment decided 
when they were to serve, how many would serve, and what kinds of work would 
qualify as beine of true service," And further..."Beyond the Second World War,. 
Mennonites were caught in a compromise of silence. While America and the world 
became incressinely militarized, the Mennonites were besically satisfied in their 
favored position. Their grateful. silence was justified through e theological stence 
of nonprophetic dualistic separation of church and state. The compromise did not 
lie in the dualism; it srose from the fact thet the dualism was nonpropheticere.s 
The compromise has been good for the Mennonite church, It is now uncer challenge 
from a number of points, but no one has a vision of how the church can move beyond 
‘this great compromise." And so it sppeared that the old idea of the church as 
Christ’s catalyst in history was backward, The Mennonite institutions had been 
just as laggard as any others, Not only were Mennonites placed in a position which 
called for a response to the world, but their reflexes were chronicay slow, 


20-20 SPIRITUAL VISION | 


fnd ‘then the suthor of War, Peace, and Nonresistance, grand old man historian 

Guy Hershberger, a bit crusty with the humor of verspective, 

"TT want acculturation (at lesst I think I do) without assimilation-~ : 
acculturation is the process of becoming aware of the cultural enviornment 
oe assimilation is a loss of identity." 

"In 1969 we heve a new consciousness, politically and socially, 

we have experience in service, 
we have experience with the government, 
we have the benefit of a wave of anti-war sentiment, 
| if we don't have the vision it*s time we're getting it. . 
So, when the MCC General Assembly meets in 1970, Bs 
I want a presentation of the vision. 
In 1970, we must have the vision for the next 
50, or at least 35 years," - er | 
It would be nice to heve a sure-fire vision but visions are clearest looking 
beckward, Hershberger called for a vision but he didn’t evoke one...and he won't 
be able to accent one until he loses some of his fear of assimilation or loss of 
identity, because any new vision is going to demand-a new identity. It seems, 
however, that no one in his craziest dreams would allow.that the flame is actually 
burning in the souls of these young men who appear at draft conferences and. speak 
with irreverent authority in their statements and in their questions..».who laugh 
and play and drink their wine and smoke their dope and try to take responsibility 
for thines completely beyond their control, Or is it beyond their control? Can 
the war itself be touched by their struggle? 


aoe (continued b ) 


(Menno confab cont.) 
A SIDE SHOW OF ACTIVISM 


Many were amazed that the young radicals were so placide They seemed reluctant 
to use pressure tacties eny more then the elderns and middlerns did, Sure they 
ceme with ideas and expressed themselves hut they didn*t shout. or demonstrate as 
a group, Some people speculated that they hed all been to Washington the week 
before end were tired, There was -lso.and element of Stoicism in the heads which 
agreed: what can this group do anyway in two days? At best, they can agreé on a 
statementseeeis that worth a lot of hassle? . In short, many felt that pressure was 
unethical and counter-vroductive. There were no real political stakes in the game 
and the best thing to dig on was the .personalities...get. to know the people, So | 
the politicos got their satisfaction in intense conversations ending the. war and 
revolutionizing ‘the church vay past midnight... Over-riding this was a real ‘sénse of 
brotherhood at the meetine which even the crazies were quick to cherish, Brothers 
don't play politics, Somehow that would undermine the ability of the Spirit to move, 

So much of the action was on the sidelines, in the small groups, at off hours; ~ 
and beginning in the more intimate rap sessions specific concerns were expressed 
which flowéd over into sponteneous or guickly orgenized ad ho meetings, The young 
Mernos wao had’ mede the trek came with varying attitudes but united around specific 
suggestions and observations. First, they wanted support for resisters. and any 
non-Mennonites who needed help. Second, they wanted to minister to their brothers 
back in the provinces, who were so silent that.few were listening to them, Third, 
they warned ‘the church that the whole draft auestion was a minor one, the draft 
vould end even while American militarism continued to grow.: 7 


>. MIDWAY OF CONCERN 


Consensus seemed to be that a message or statement would be the appropriate fruit 
of the assembly and a number of persons worked very hard to develop an acceptable . 
way of saying on paper what the assembled brethren were saying, Friday night, a 
drafting committee had worked out a preliminary statement which attempted to 
express a consensus and Saturdey morninre wes an amazing spectacle of: several 
hundred persons jointly rewriting one statement. This would have been impossible 
of course, without the skill of William Deeney as chairman of: the meeting, On the 
whole Keeney had done a good job ell along though there were such flukes as 8 
minutes of discussion about whether to have a 15 minute .extension on the discussion, 
but Saturday morning William Keeney, non-partisan conceptual sculptor shone. 
Cutwing with the blue flome of definition, weldinz concepts with sizzling ares 
of vhetoric, one eye on the clock, the other noting the chronological order of 
raised hends--recognizin~, yeilding the floor, assuming the floor, busying three 
scribes with drafting end correcting, Keeney attacked the Red Sea of language and 
placing the substantive on one side and the editorial on the other, he managed to 
lend the children of Menno safély across to a land in which they could grab each 
other ond say, "We did it! And right on time, toot" rejoicine in their fellowship 
and in the oracle produced by the HOLY SPIRIT... ek et; Ah as 
The MESSAGE this time WAS the MESSAGZ, The DEuD was the. WORD. The statement 
itself was polished up and just now arrived in my mailbox, it is entitled "A. => 
MESSAGE FROM 7° CCNSULTATIOY ON CONSCIUNCE AMD CONSCRIPTION and should be. 
available if you write to MCC Peace Section in Akron, Pa. Its message is brief 
but encouraging. It cells for support of "noncooperators" stating that the church 
should "help them in meking their decisions; nourish, them in their faith; minister 
to them with ‘literature, cousel,and ‘enestragement; end provide financial assistance 
where needed in event of prosecution, imprisonment, and other costs of discipleship." 
Lt *calls the churches of the United States snd Canada also to the support of draft- 


evaders fleeing to Canada, It is a far more open-minded statement than the ones | 
appearing in the past,..recomnizing the needs, .of all .young men facing the draft — 
and exploring the possibility of expanding the churches personnel policies to © 
provide more young men with meaningful alternatives to the draft while it exists, 

More broadly, the message concerns itself with the lerger. issue of militarism, 
saying, “militarism is rampant in our society, permeating the’ social and economic 
systems"; and indicating that the elimination of conscription would not eliminate 
the over-riding problem, "Objecting to all war, we cannot identify with those who 
call for a voluntary or mercenary army as. an acceptable alternative to military 
conscription." Le 

Most important .of all, the statement urges a more radical appraisal of life style, 
or "Christian Veostion", It calls for “prayerful selection of occupation...sacri- 
ficial us? of moneVee rejection. of high standards of livine made-possible bya. 
warfere economy. »rejection of the modern idolatry of nationalism..sperticipation : ee 
in some form ‘of voluntary service, and the use of appropriate means to change chee © 
systems which support the continuation of militerism and nationalism." f 

And so the image of Christian Concern, wes fescured.on the Midway and it was 
reflected in’ the statement, The question now -is? How much furthur? Will this 
concern wrich found those. hippies, in the eatherin® acceptable as ‘brothers motivate 
anything like effective action? Will new organizational structures actually be 
created to cerry out these anti~establishment aims? The “Message” is not "policy" 


but rather a formulation of ideas for the rest of the ee cay us and 
: poe Saha ale, -(,— ak continue 


(Menno confab) 
it is a long step from the desire to witness again-t evil to’ actually doing any=" 
thing about it. After all, does anyone know what is meant by the words--"appros >: 
priate means to change systems"?’ ‘What’ are “appropriate” means ag opposed to 
“effective” means? Are Mennos endorsing “by any means necessary"? Radicals at the 
confab found a number of people at’ the conference’ who would support them verbally, 
but very few'who would work trith them in'developing specific action programs to. 
enact the words ofthe "Message, For example, in order to reach youne’ men, whether 
Christian or not who are attempting to set C.0, classification or who already have 
it and are looking for alternative service opportunities, or who don’t even know” 
of such altcrnativess; churches could snonsor 5C: young men. (drawing many of these’ | 
from the ranks of resisters) to work in Mennonite and other commmities developing 
a varied vrogrem for youth awareness, and confronting young men with alternetives, 
Specific susgections are also needed to consider ways in which Christians can act 
more responsioly in the face of nationalism end militarism. Serious consideration 
oe be given to conscientious objection to war texes and military taxes of ‘all 
inds, 

The conference intensified the awareness of a political vacuum among Mennonites, 
While the lanzuage of conern is our’ forte, we profess to be baffled by the tech- 
niques of charve. So hove and frastration ‘walked atm in arm out of the emptying — 
MIDUAY of CONCERN,. «facing the long drive to the December of their homes, wondering 
if their seeds would bear fruit and what kind of approsch should be used next 
time...if there was one.;,.And the quick question of NOW and what to'do about ite 

--Steve Stucky 


Se Se 9 x Ok 3 Be sth ok ok ook ok Me OK OR ak oe ok BR aK ok ole ak. Sie ak Tae ok ok ok Dak ook ok ok ok 
MORE NCNRESISTORS RESISTING . .>. 


"We row reslize tha* cooperation in any way with an organization which exists: 


to farce neorle to kill others and. to channel lives in the so-called "national _ 
intorest" ac hoteile-in vislation of the svirit’ of our historic peace witness. °° 
oe « FS LOligvs chat the cr-ft is*in opposition to thé will of God and the light 
whish shine in b7i menv and, therefore, we can no lonser cooverate in any wav 
WLU hs CET Cll Gerrics ovetome: shea ‘ 


The preceeding is exerpt:]° from an eristle currently circulating among certain 
seoments of the Rrethern, Mefnonite, and Friends churches. The statement has 
been signed by a number of youns men who have rejected the C.0. (Cop-Out) 
position that enuld he oven to* them by virtue of their peace church background. 

If you would be hip to getting cobies of the complete statement, or learning 
something about the neople involved with it, or possibly signing it yourself, © 
you can contact Jon Lind at Goshen College, or write directly to the Brethern- 
Mennonite-Quaker Dreft Resistance Movement,c6 David Morrison, 416 McKee Place, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213. © Ne oe 


oy 
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Mennos have finally found their political groove: Peace Is The Will of..: 
God. But talking about peace is often a way of avoiding the reasoris why 
we continue to heve exploitation and war, We tend to be skeptical of 
groups that have such = political analysis and have separated ourselves 
from their actions: . few Mennos came to participate in, SDS*s Bring The War 
Home! October weekend in Chicago; no Mennonite churclffhes yet moved to 
support the Black Panthers and attack the pig-structures which have been’ 
systematically murdering dozens of these black brothers; and there has been 
little enthusiastic resnonse to the Plack Manifesto. Perhaps the New Left : 
has become trapped in its dogma, maybe we are richt in condemning Weatherman -- 
tactics, and certsinly it is difficult for whites to relate to the black 
liberation struggle. seats , 

So we t-lk about and march about peace, But will our demonstrations 
against the war be a one-shot non-political protest, or will Mennos come 
up with an understanding of why we are in Vietmam and why we are exploiting 
blacks? And will we he able.to deal with the’ structural changes in America 
necessary to not only stop the war, but to end the exploitation of blacks, 
women, chicanos, to end the opression of Panthers, draft resisters, students, 
and other non-conformists--to reolece political manipulation with actual — 
democracy, poverty with humen.survival, economic individualism with cooperation, 
and the power of the few with the richts of alle’ < .. Bee eA 

Non-violence is not the basic issue. The suffering of people is, Non- 
violence may be = tool for stopping that suffering, but only if it‘moves 
beyond establishment rhetoric (after ¢11, everyone is America is efainsé 
violence, everyone is for peace, sometime, somewhere) to action which gets 
to the root, of our problems, So fear rost of the people who mouth non- © 
violent change have neither the understanding nor the determination to actually 


live revolution. Menno needs cuts. (continued: ° by: 


*Exceptins, of course, Rev. Burrell's \oodlLawm Mennonite Church. 
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somSome of the Mennonite colleves had..special:. Moratorium activitics on 
October 15. Bethel Collcze!s dramatic. bell. rinsing and march to wichita 
broucht it national ners covorace. Check out Life and Newsweck for that. 
story. And we've heard that Bluffton had some program, plus rumors from 
Freeman Junior Collocc,: cte. Our coverage of the campus soene. is obvious- 
- . ly somewhat. deficient: .-.. but yodo have the story. from Goshen Collese, 
So ate Bee president of the Peace Socicty there: 


ON LinD — GOSHEN 


Token participation by f-culty..ond administration was the order of the day at.G.Ow 
on October 15, That the Moratorium came off at all was due only to the activity. 
of a sroup of -studconts who were undcr- the illusion that Goshen was a "Peace 
Colkese™.... : fee - 

Wednesday had been scheduled to be a Readings day-- a sort of mid-Trimester break. 
The Community Governient voted to support the Moratorium and shut down, stop 
"business as.usual", and votcd to reschcdule the reading day at the expense of a 
regular class day.’ The faculty, mectiny scvcral cays later, gave aabi uous sup- 
port for thé Moratorium, climinated the Readings Day, and voted down a motion: to 
ro~schcdule the break. ; bate 


Thore was considerable concern amon: the Moratorium leaders that the Comnunity 
Government would not even officially cndorse the lioratorium. Concern was raised 
among the liberal element over consequences of political stands- by the university. 
But in spite of all opsosition, the colloge was officially closed. Of course, all 
offices functioned as usual and the staff came to work as usual. 


Despite the ambivalence of the faculty and administration, a good pro jram was 
planned. Doug Hostetter, outspoken critic of U.S. policy in Victnam and a three 
year volunteer worker in rural.Victnam, save-~a convicinsly documented criticism 
of the American presence. in Victnsm. In-addition to the 800 collec students and 
community. people tho were there, several hundred hich school students left classes 
for the day and attended the anti-war provram at the collesc. 


In the afternoon, Dale. Sudcrman, Mennonite Victnam vctoran, gave a scathing do- 
nouncement of Amcrican policy end the military mentality. Memnonites.did not 
escape cither and Sudcrman reecived.warm applause when he chastised us, for our 
serville rotrcat behind. General Hershey's C.0. provision. . 


The late efternoon was spent: polling the Goshen community on attitudes rezarding 
the war, the results of which confirmed the well-known fact. that small mid-western 
towns are not the dlace to start a revolution. 


A fow brave people tricd to bring a little politics into their high 
schools--a more uptight version of the college sccnc. Dennis Koehn, a 
Remnant: subscriber from North Nc ton, Kansas, was asked to either reuove 
his black armb-nd or-lcave school. The vice pricipal of Newton Hich said, 
".¢ are still rcspectinz people's individual richts here, but we have ‘to 
maintein:an atmosphere of learning." Dennis left school for the day- ard 
probably did some learning outside of that closcd-in atmosphere - . 

Meany workers have also responded positively. At Evanston Hospital in. 
Illinois, ov<r helf of the non-orofessional cmployces.vore armbands and 
buttons durin>.the Moratorium days in Octobcr and December. According to. 
Dick DeVrics, 2 I-/ at the hospital who helpcd organize the protest, . 
black workers were especially receptive to the idea; tacir suffering in 
Americ: has made thom scnsitive to. the suffering Americans have exported | 
to Victnat. ss ee ‘ : 

Protessoers in cities or.on camousses can usually find a number of like- 
minded pcople around to ally thansclves with. “And, unless we're really 
hitting .at.a vitel or jan of: the dower structure, we can aften cnz2ce in 
mildor forms of protest. without serious backlash. One can remain anone | 
ymous, and depend on a certain level of tolcranec/apathy among much of 
the populace. They've alvays had to jut up with a for wierdo's. Many of 
“as who come from small..towns have done. some azitating back home, but 
usually by the time the shit starts, to fly,.we're ready to leave anyays 
But rvadicels who Llivc in the: smaller towns, villiazcs, and rural arcas of 

_Amcrika often have a long and loncly road to 30. The people you ‘confront 
with our protest’ are the same ones you have to cncounter in your cvcry~ 
day activities. And a lot of them are very quickly put uptight by any-_ 
one whose appearance or activities seom to threaten their concept of 4 
normal" Lifes.<. - ; , ae 

Dick and Mary Reichley and daushtcr Cindy are residents of Telford, 

Pa. (pop. 2,763).-Here's their report from the Land of the Silent Majority: 


ys 
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There were many things soins on aroung here on October 15. Moratorium 
activitios ranted froa a noontime vizil in contral’ Landsdele (where there was a 
confrontation with Birchers) end anothcr vicil in North Wales (where red paint 
was sorayed on the moratorium group) to. ‘evenine candlolicht marches and services 
in the samc towns. In nearby “uakertown there was a public reading of the names 
of the war dead with quite a lot of. lively conversation going on beti:een morator=- 
ium “rowp and hacklers who joined the crowd. In our local Souderton HS. @> group 
of about 15 kids or-anized for the first time under Cindy's leadership. They wore 
black arm-bands, lcaflctted, lcd discussions, and generally talked it up. About 
20 kids staycd out of school (counted as an illegal absence) and sone attended 
the resistance rally in Philadel shia. Our community is very;.conservative, staunch 
Republican, with a strong dose of Siblitis so there was 2 lot of hostile reaction 
to the Moratorium. -Example: Cindy was called a "communist subversive", and four 
SLaughtcred pizcons (doves?) were tosscd on our drivoway. 


Galen Yoder is a sraduate of Goshen Collec and a student at Princeton 
Seminary. In his chapcl talk, "The Moratorium and Prioritics", civen on 
November 14, he zets down: he relates the war to poverty in America, the 
exploitation by the super-rich, casy libcralism, valucs, and our own 
responsibilities. Right on, Galen. 


“~ oh : 4 : s ie 
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Those of us supporting the Viet Wam Moratorium run the risk of hypocrisy. The 
Moratorium has tended to obliterate the total rance of priorities that necd to be 
dealt. with in this nation. Basically, it has been a low-risk endcavor, reuuirine 
only a narrow commitment. The potential hypocrisy of the Moratorium lics in its 
Single-issuc oriontation. : . pene 


in this socicty there are serious dichotomics bascd on socio-economic differ. 
ences. For tho last tventy years, the rich have been «cttine richcr in this 
socicty, end the poor-have been becomine relatively poorer. .During the years from 
1929~-1949.--the depression and war ycars--this was not the case. But today, the 
sap in both wealth and income distribution between the rich and the poor is not 
deercasiny. According to Federal Reserve figures in 1962, tho clite one per cent 
of the nation had 33 per cont of this nation's wealth and the clite five per cent 
had 52 per cent. | | : hs 


- Considerinz these facts, the secmin-ly irrational rantines of some youth 
about capitalism, the ruling class, and the redistribution of wealth, becin’ to 
reflect a more rational analysis of inequities in this society than is at first 
apparcnt. The same iight be said about the Black Manifesto. Yot the church has. 
balked in making reparations as such, claimine that they bolonz to out dated Old 
Testament principles. One wonders why these same ecclesiastics do not take ser- 
iously the implication that holy’ wars are an Old Testament oddity. Mr. Nixon and 
Mr. Johnson, sitting at the rizht hand of institutional relizion, have, in effect, 
rationalized: the Vict Nam war es a holy war. Yet the demand by the poor for a | 
Yioht to an adequate basic income is resardcd as some kind of a psychic abberation. 


The. Administration's now welfare proposal is “rossly inadequate and:is based 
on pragmatic, political concerns. Under this proposal, welfare families in only 
cicht statcs will be assurod an amount of assistance which is ercater than that 
currently being provided’ them by joint Fedcral-state -elfare assistance cxpend- 
itures. These cizht statcs tend to be Southern and rural. The President, true 
to pattern, is catcring-to his constituency. And he vould have us fear Communism 
because ofits narromncss. . 


Althoush the President. will not develop adcauate prosrams for the poor, his 
current. fiscal policy for fishting inflation demands that a minimum level of four 
percent uncnployment be maintained. Yet he rofuses demands from the unomployed 
for adequate assistance. In the context of his constitucncy and the valucs of this 
society, primary adjustments in the lovel of inflation will continue to be made 
through fiscal policy. To so the way of profit-control is considered a violation 
of sacred grounds in this society. This would diminish the profit motive, It 
would elso narrow the zap betiveen the rich and the poor Sienificantly.. 


There.is a scorious imbalance.in this nation between public assistance ox- 
penditure and military ex:enditures. Accordins to the current fiscal policy, 
terminating the war would not allow much money to be put into the citios. However, 
an overall chanve in national prioritics away from uilitary spending at larze 
would make this possible. In1968, the federal vovernment's portion of the Gross 
National Product was $101 billion. The portion of this encompassed by military 
expenditures was 379 billion. This is almost cichty per cent. Yet the A.B.M. 
promises to become the nation's now idol, and the Pontason cohtinues to sap the | 
nation's wealth as citics deteriorate and the masses’ of the world go to bed cold 
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and hungry at night. Due to the scnority system and other factors, .Congress is not 
likcly to respond adequately for years unless massive public pressure.is brought ‘to 
bear on them. POO SOO ero Oe tee atts ee ee ae 
Unfortunately, it!'s casy for most of us to be "liberal." It's casy to be liberal 
when you're sitting fat and on’ top. It's ‘casy to accuse Gcorge Wallace of racism 
when you live in all-white suburbia. It!s casy to accuse the Birchers of: being fas- 
cists when you're the one who's reslly calling the shots. It's easy-to believe in’ 
the Protestant Ethic when you have a monopoly on the capital’. It!s easy to be objec= 
tive about law and order when youlre not’ a poor white. It's easy to vicw the Pro» 
gressive Labor Party as distortcd when you're rich and work in an office, ~ 
It's easy to be liberal when you. know that Mayor Daley, Judge Hoffman, ard 
Spiro T. Agnew are going to do the dirty work. It!s casy to be liberal when you live 
in Princeton, and your property tax rate is one half of what it is ‘for ghetto resi- 
dents in neighboring Trenton. It!s easy to be liberal and wishy-washy when-you!fre 
not about to be drafted. This is all possible when you're rich and white, and a dis~ 
proportionately high -number of blacks are on the front lines in Viet Nam fighting 
your war for yous... =; ee ee ra ae 
Perhaps we talk too much about all the problems "out there." That is the poten- 
tial hypocrisy of the Moratorium. In some way, we are‘all involved in the military- 
industrial-educational complex. Consider that some of our trustces sit in powerful 
economic positions where they could conceivably influence military expenditures in 
soms Ways, Some of them are directors of corporations which benefit from military ox- 
pontiimces related to war goods and the A.B.M. Some of them could conceivably have 
come jucluence on apartheid in South Africa by virtue of their investments. It'is 
Gi-Sicurt lo show that any of us are exempt from some form of involvement in overt 
or covert injustice. . ai a nea ee “Aaa Oo hs 
Veat we need is a higher concept of vocation which calls fora value resoricen- 
tation. If we are to work in prestigious, contentinental, parish churches as the -— 
Seminary would have us, we must undergo a significant value re-orientation here. 
Otherwise, we will become mere functionaries in ecclesiastical structures, The phil- 
osopay of education at this institution must be influenced significantly by ral: 
needs related to poverty and other forms of social pooression. We can no loriger hide 
a light under a bushel, hoping that we will go far in the church bureaucracy by ~ 
oing soe . ; 5 ia gh . hg ts SSP ENE ca 
There are positive things that we can do. We can demand that the Seminary esca- 
late its official recognition of the Moratorium at the rate of one day per month, © 
We can use all chapels during designated Moratorium days to create concern about’ 
national and local priorities as woll as the war which threatens to cxpand in Cam- 
bodia, Laos, and Thailand. We can meet with leaders such as the trustees to discuss 
the legitimate uses: of political and economic power. We can create’a curriculum 
which moves beyond rhetoric. We can seck institutional flemibility for students who 
already have a -clear-cut.sct of priorities by virtue of their cultural backgfound. 
We can‘create a community government for purposes of overcoming the racial, politi: - 
Cal, and rolifious differences: which threaten to soparate us from one another.” 

It is doubtful. whether all. our priorities can be re-cvaluated and re-oricntated 
without undertaking these or similar tasks. Most of us sre in danger of' forming * 
little institutional, enclaves of one sort or another, rather than basing our’ personal 
priorities on those 8°t by Jesus Christ. It is in the light of these considcrations 
that we must work out a now oschatology based on contemporary realities and suite 
able'‘priorities,.’ pede cS ae OR a 
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-And-now an eye-witness.ego-trip to Washington, the apex of protest this fall, 
from one of our own staff, Stein is a reliable r-porter: we can guarantee 
that he saw everything worth seeing (until he got tired), that he got sn aerial 
‘“wiew of things, and that his account is illuminating, educational, inspiring, 
_and reverting, For some reason our Washineton correspondent saw a few more 
freaks ‘out tiere. than did the MCC revorter who (according to The Mennonite) saw 
mostly respectable non-violent people. Granted,,there were a few straights 
_ there, but the groovy speeches were made by Gregory and Dellinger, not by that 
' collection of senators etc. who are so impressive to the minds of our estab- 


coe shment: brethern, 


The first contingents of demonstrators began arriving on Thursday, Nov. 13, The 
mood of “the city was tense, with reports of...hell, you'd be better off reading Time, 
Life; or Mewsweek--they have pictures to go alongwith their reports, Besides, 
' eyewitness means my eves, not some super-objective Eye-in-the-sky. No Eye, just I. 
I witness report from Washington, Nov. 15, 1969. Must needs begin on Wednesday, 
as I leave Chicago,* I am going to St. Louis,, to my uncle's house, to wait for my 
ride coming thru from Kansas. Route’ 66 isn*t bad to hitch, I get a ride with an 


*Equipoed with 2: jackets, a 3x5" American flag, buttons, buttons (Yippie, Conspiracy, 
FTAF, Black is Beautiful, Nov. 13,14,¢15) Why Are We In Vietnam, and my authentie 
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if 
astronomy student going to an oe in Texas. Gat to my ete eae 
shows, ping-pong, Johrm: Carson, 6b win oot cell ona, 3! EE com ce rue 
place, We arrive at the same time. A yr bus With Zenowdu Sannier 16270 rejoins 
I-70, Straight on in from here, Stov for a2s, Vandalia, Ill. ‘Where you headed?" 
asks the man, but he alroady knows, Back on Une woud; a hitch-hiker.., we're 
crowded but it’s 4 am and he’s only going to Indianapolis, Someone else can drive. 
I’m sleepy,..e.wake up to find us Lost in sone city, Only 1 piace that con happen 
on this rovte--Columbus, Ohio, Back on the rood avain---catehing up with another 
ven full of freaks, We stop Bee) eee mule ihe 1 roadside restaurant. The poor straight 
dude ot the counter finally sive up sneskinz looks and steres ovenly. Our friends 
are from Madison--Clean Orderly Wisconsonites, Read, sleep, groove on Mr. Penn's 
woods, A eas station in Marvland--somehow we’ve met the other Betnel peoples, The 
drive::s decide on how to get to where we're voing--People’s Congregational Church, 
Whatever they decide was srone, but we get a sood look at the city, Finaily we're 
there. Resister our names, ariesd our shite The Bethel people cail a meeting, They 
ere somewhat upticght--throwine around committments and criticisms, They are, after 
ell, keepers of The Beil, Then back into the bus. to dig the scene in D.C, Thursday 
pis is warm, and crowds of freads are gathered at every corner, Fantastic activity 
at the Mobe stations. Georgetown is swarming, it’s a groove to be on the street, A 
friendly warning from one kid, "Don’t wear thst flee on your backe=they'1ll bust you 
For. defacing it!" 1°11 teke one chance=--Captain America idi it, Back to the bus, 
down to the Capitol area to gas the March Arainst Death, just 6 hours olde  Impressiv 
=a sinele-~file row of candles from the Potomac to the White House to the Canitol, 
One more stop-to gas Lincoln Memorial, Then hack to the church for our only cood 
nights sleep, 

Awakenine to the sound of another meeting, I return to sleep until it’s over, 

Up an hour leter and out to the A&P to set us some bre kfast and probisicns for 
Saturday. Then get everyone together and on ths bus--there*’s supposed to be a rally 
at American U, Only problem--where is it? Maybe that chick hitch-hiking on the 
corner knows--let’s pick her up (I°d pick her up anyway.) Sure enough, she’s going ‘ 
there too, directs us right to the plsce in time to hear the end of I.F. Stone's 
speech, some local telent, end the cast of Harr rae eroovy show, when they 

sing “Let the Sun Shine In't 5 it does for the first time all dave 

Where to next? Dr. Spock’s leadin-e a rally at the Justice Dept. So, after 

losing 4 of our own members, and picking up another hitch-hiker, we set off, When 
we set there, the rally’s over--cops guardine an empty sidewald beesuse their 
order's haven't been changed--as the rein is st rtine. Rack to the bus in the rain, 
thence to As U. to look for our neople (no luck) so “ack to the church to dry outs. 
get some food, and find out that everyone's accounted for, After an hour's sleep, 
we*re ready to go again, Rumors of action planned for DuPont Circle tonite--legal 
rally, illegal march on S, Viet embassy planned. So we go out to dig the scene, It 
seems the rally speaker didn’t show up so they just decided to march and the tear 
ges is slready popping wien we arrive. Well, it’s fun and games for the rest of the 
night, Put being down-wind from the ¢-s soon takes thé sport out of spectating. Add 
to this narenoia induced by visions (for some, memories) of Chicago °68, (for | 
example, after running down a hlind plley to escape the gas, most of us climb an 8- 
foot fence rather than show ourselves to the cops on thé street, Put most of this 
was needless--D. C. cops are not Chie-7o cops.) We resroun and deetde to split-~ 
back to the bus, several blocks away, out of the action, nicht wahr? Micht wahrs 

No sooner are we inside the bus--Zcw!l--~all sorts of shit explodes outside+-gas, rock; 
and lichts flashing, Still too much neranoia on our part to enjoy the show, lets 
just leave, So back to the church for e couple of hours of R and R, The next can- 
peign hegins at 1 AM, 

That’ s when we set out with the eventual goal of hoingng the March Against Death, 
which has heen continuing since Thursday eve,--a continuous stream of peovle, each 
representing a dead American soldier or a dead Vietnemese village, The march begins 
in Arlington--to set there you. 70 to a Mobe station and ride one of oe bussese 
we go to Move st-tion A--New York Ave at 13th. 

Inside, te crowd into a corner, and wait, I never did find out on what. But for 
an hour we watch the scene unravel to the accompaniment of announcements hbout lodg~ 
inz and buses and please de not try to crash in this building...But then finally, 
the word circulates that we're leaving with the next hus to Arlington so we get 
everyone tosether and wait around a bit more and then finally get on the bus--on the 
bus egain--this time a regular old school bus, We seem to be a bit crowded and ther 
are more people that want to get on..e.so, we crowd 3 to a seat with the outside 2 
people holding each other up across the aisle, ‘Which is significantbecause.e. 
well, it’s been e solitary trip in one way, with Parb back at Pethel with the damn 
nevusneper and all, and I was digging this Mexican chick Paula--I really think she 
looks like Joan Raez--so here I am holding onto her ecross the aisle, which is 
alrirht, besides it coing to be cold durine the next few hourseec.e 

And ‘so, out into that very cold, through the chain of tents where you get instruc 
tions from the Mobe marshalls. and you candle ond the vlacard~-the one with the name 
of the dead soldier--ther are too many morchers so now we zo double-file and share 
the name. And then back into the cold, past the tolling bell--very effective thoten. 
maybe it was worth the hassles, Pethel People--onto the bridge where there's nothing 
to oloek the hitter wind--how do these marshalls keep from freezing to death out 

(continued /.2 ) 
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here-~the ten minutes it’ takes us to ernse tanhseriotetie. LF a bli fees ee ene oF 
the wind, we lite our candles, From hore oa it so svduts ea ke : 30 
nornines't with the mershalls, try to keep your condle lit. Really only two signifi- 
e-nt breaks hetween here. ond the capitel. -There’s an abrupt change in mood--a 
tendency toward regimentation and ceremony as a tisht line of marshalls guides us 
vast the White House where we call’ out the name from, the placcarde ec voStOVeNeecver 

. Heffner....o.and then everyone reverts to the. former. state of semi-disarray and 

so onward down Pennsylvania Avenue, “Just 42 more blocks..." And then finally, 

just as things begin to get. a bit tedious, a bit of conversation from the guvs behind 
me catches my attention: “This looks like a good place to do it..." and I catch a 
whiff of sorething familiar...."Ah, can I have a toke of that?"...Ch yes, and I can 
float on in the rest of the wayse.eo ; 

50 minutes to sunrise. One more ceremony left--nutting the placcards in the 
coffins in front of the cavitol--and then to the end »oint to gather our crowd to- 
gether, Six blocks to the church where the Mennonite breakfast will be. "T sure 
hove they?11 let us in ahead of time," "Oh, they will.... and they did. An hours 
sleep on: the cement floor until all the Mennos start pouring in, Time. to acknowledge 
a few familiar faces, consume coffee and donuts, listen to Doug Hostetter’s rap, and 
stase » minor confrontation. Sut we want to join the main march, so we cut out on 
the Me~»onites, baek onto the streets to join the crowd massing in front of the 
canitol. - . 

How do we join the mrch? We shouid have come earlier; now we'll probably end up 
walking along the mall with the rest of the leftovers....no, we’re going to try to 
set in-~join hands’ and follow Lauren, and we weave throuzh the crowd, loosing the end 
of our chain, alternately cooperating with, ignoring, or double-crossing the marshalls 
and behold! We're in the parade, right behind the Weathermen.from Puffalo and a 
eontincvent of Panthers. So we're off up Pennsylvania with chants of “Ho, Ho, Ho 
Chi Minh..." and “Agnew, Fuck you" alongside. 

This morning’s route is just the reverse of the end of last night’s walk, except 
thet we get routed past a front corner of the White House, where we make a sharp 
left end head for the Washington Monunent area. Since we're on the inside lane, we 
move faster and pass up the §DS-Panthers. Also, it seems shorter this timeesess A 
series of small encounters--the Black cop ('T%m with you all the way"), other cops 
with peace buttons and V signs, connter-denonstrators and at least one counter~ 
eounter-denonstrators the guys from Illinois (who, it, turns out, are talking the 
seminar taught by Hd Dick's father), a couple of lobe marshalls we knowe-and then 
we are passing the row of busses parked end-to-end forming a solid wall eround the 
Touse so we cen’t get in end assassainate Dicky or rape Tricia and then it is cover. 
We walk over to the rally site and find a snot at the edge (soon to be the middle) of 
the crowd. It becomes ‘annarant that we forgot to bring along the food we hed espec- 
jally for this occassion, but someone's got a counle of sandwiches and candy bars so 
we ration them out and groove meanwhile on. the megactatic... (They're making final 
tests over ths monstrous $17,000/day sound system.)....The static soon gives way to 
voices and the rally is henvening. pels 
We can’t see a damn thine, but we can hear verfectly and the rally comes on kind 
of groovy, but mostly predictable....you know that neople like Arlo, Dick Gregory, 
Pete Seeger, F,P,é&!, and Richie Havens are going to he sood entertainment; McGovern 
and Goodell ere there as a concession to the electoral nolitics establishment; the 
“businessman for peace” comes up with 15 minutes of pure bullshit, so that’s consis- 
tent, too; Coretta King sveaks, and.that'’s a nice thing, but the most vowerful raps 
come from Dave Dellinger, e girl from the Philadelphia resistance, and an anti-war 
AT, The “ALL we are saying...” sequence seamed to irpress a lot of renorters, judg- 
ing from the coverase it got in the establishment press, but it was.a good scene 
anyways EES . oe 

There’s still some more rally t- go, and the big “Stop the Trial" march on the 
Justice Department, but the cold is heginning to seep into the huddle of bodies you 
hove put tosether, and you remember that you need sleep and your foot hurts and you 
becin to reslize how emoty your stomache and: how full your blader is .snd so you 
start working your way to the edge of the: crowd, . pee 

Then beck to the varking lot, stopoing to heln hand out some Consniracy paners 
("Get your free propaganda. Biased revorts on the Chicago trial.". The worst thing 
was thet I forgot to keep. one for myself.,..jend to admire an elaborate counter= 
protest display (A life-size cemetary built on a flatbed trailer behind a semi, 
driving through the D.C. streets--with names on the erovese..eRussia-1917, Poland- 
1045, Cube-1959, U.sS.A.-197?...only they forgot Albania and the. driver kept having 
to stop and chase off kids who were hitching rides on his trailer.) 

Then, finally, back to the bus, gather everyone torether, erab a little. food, one 
more ston at the church, pon a stey-awake mill, sond-bye and on the road again, Tle 
have more room this time so we nick un the first 2 hitch-hikers we pass end head into 
the long night of the Penna Turnoike, with revorts of more tear gas at the. Justice 
Department on the radio, and these very impressions running around my Mindesssccceres 
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Tonight, on the edge of sanity, The war is language, 
and vory loncly, tenderness wastcd - languago abuscd 
to lovliness, and tears ard ashes for Advertisement, 
on mattress and tablo; tonight, on language used 
the precarious balanco where I ery like magic for powcr on the planet 
Pecause of things close to me and --All.icn Ginsberg, “Wichita Vortcx Sutra! 


things far away. Intersccting to- 
night IN PERSON words images flesh, atoms slogans memories, I read Allon Ginsberg''s 
"Wichita Vortex Sutra." among the advertisements newspaper headlines hitsongs on 
the radio CBS news textbooks and other biblcs Speeches sermons and everyday rhctoric 
I discover wit Ginsberg that our language has dcetcrioratcd: there are no cxact cor- 
Fesponauces between words and what they stand for. We have all kinds of channels to 
Commun.cate with--cloctions, Moratorium marches, newspapcers--but no cffoctive 
language, 

So how do we sing the Lord's song in a strange languare? 

how write about love and tenderness 

using the same words which justify the murdor of Vietnamese peasants? 

Cutting into “Wichita Vortcx Sutra" when I am lonely, moving from mcaninglcss 
without the pocm to a documentation within it, no longer surc that I want to play 
prophet, but disturbed about a WAR I scum to be powerless to ond, and aware that 
the real war is here in America, a war betwoon the Power Elite and the rest of Amer- 
ica, I am quite tempted to Say that it is all absurd, that war and rhetoric and 
manipulation are the absurd Biven of our Lives, am that all I need todo is rotreat 
from’ my public sonsitivity into a private world of poctry and love, Excopt that I 
have lived too long out there to belicve in the efficacy of that rotreat, to belicve 
that they won't come on up and got mc, so that oven in mr ivory tower I am a para- 
noid Kafkacsque charactor rcplacing my frustration about that unrcal world--tho one 
they control, and the ono I have esenpcd from--with games and ncurotic imaginations 
in my own cave, 

Because they have shaped my consciousness. All the information I can get eames 
from "NBCBSUPAPINSLIFE,” that mystic conslomcratc corporate Big Business owned syne 
dicate which uses the Amcrican language to tell me certain things, to mold me into 
the slave, the docile doperdent small man in America, manipulatcd and consoled, 
threatened and comfortcd...but always MOTHERED by the CORPORATION..eallowced to sur- 
vive because of it, spoonfed whether on welfare or salary, and given my firstgrade 
reading material cveryday from tho Chicago Preibune or the Sun-Times. 

To be human in these atomic EndPimos, oven more than to bo human in Thorcaut's 
Amcrica, is to resist this consciousness, to be alone, and to make an individual 
declaration of non=participation in the official institutions ard valucs. 

There is a spiritual vacuum in the center of America, a void, a nothingness, 

a bleak quietness and loncsomeness. Into the ompty spaces, a rush of information, 
a language of violenco, cddying, whirling around Wichita, the gcovraphical center 
of continental Amcrica, with irrcsistablo power carrying the poopic, in a blind 
ocstasy of war. President Nixon speaks of a scerct timetable and politicians rush 
to accopt it. A demagoguc mentions the evils of communism ard the glorics of dem-~ 
ocracy and everyone says, Yes. Newspapers talk of the threat of Red China and of 
the atrocitios of the Vict Cong, and the people say, Yes. Without backbone, with. 
out spiritual core, we are swept into a vortox, justifying, approving, agrecing 
with the mad language of war. - 

"Wichita Vortex Sutra" is a collage of information reccived mostly from the 
mass media mixed with "optical phonomona observed & notcd in ficld of vision out 
side car window" as the poot drives through Nebraska and Kansas. He secs Nameloss 
America, Faccless Amorica, Porsonless Amcorica...an Amorica of sed objects swinging 
in someone clse!s danec. This is what he sees in Macpherson, Kansas: 

Red sun setting flat plains west streaked 
with gauzy vcils, chimncy mist sproad 
around christmas-trce bulbed refincrics--aluminum 
white tanks squat boneath 
winking signal towers! bright planc-lights 
orange gas flarcs 
bencath pillows of smoke, flames in machincry-- 
transparent towers at dusk 
In Salina he sees a drive-in theatcr with "Shelling Bombing Range mapped in the dis. 
tance," a crime prevention show sponsored by Wrigloy!'s Spearmint, a green dinosaur 
advertisement for Sinclair, and "Salinas Highschool's brick darkens Gothic/over a 
night-lit door." In Marysville, "a black railroad engine in the children's park,/ 
at rest" in ironic contrast to the many truck lines going through Marysville “carry- 
ing battle goods to cross the Rockies." This is Kansas, the "land which gave right 
of way/to the massing of metal meant for cxplosion/in Indochina." Lo sted 
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The countryside is as desolate as the towns: "telephone-pole ghosts crossed / 
by roadside, dim headlights~-/dark nieht, & giant i-bone steaks"; "Thru Hickman!'s 
rolling earth hills/icy winter/grey sky bare trees lining the road"; “black cows 
browse in caked fields/ponds in the hollows lic frozen,/quictness." There is little 
life in this description. And so the poct asks, 


Is this the land that started war on Ghina? ' 
This be the soil that thought Cold War for docades? 
Are these nervous naked trecs & farmhouses : 
the vortex 
of oriental anxiety molecules’. .. .« 
Are these the towns where the language emerged? 


OBSCENE LANGUAGE DANCES IN THE EMPTY VORTEX OF AMERICA: Ginsberg!s examples, 
mostly my rhetoric 

Senator Aikon says on Face the Nation that MacNamara made a "Bad Guess" in 
1962 when he said "8050 Amcrican Troops handle the Situation." And he also said 
that Hanoi ard China were not our cnemics, but the Viet Cong were the enony. Are 
Amcrican statesmen (sounds too enobling!) leading America into global war through 
guesswork? Is the Pentagon giving bad advice to stato officials, or is it actually 
ignorant of the political and military "situations"? Bad Guess or crucl calculation 
when Eisenhower himsclf later wrote that "60% of tne/Victnamese people would've 
voted for Ho Chi Minh"? Amcrican bingo leaders, crap shooters, dice shakers, back- 
room bookies guessing that 80% patriotic Victnamese will stand by bipartisan while 
8000 American outsiders try to do what the Japancse and French failed to accomplish. 
Was?/Is? America determined to enter confrontation with China, China ignored in the 
United Nations, China watched by the Seventh Flect in the Pacific, China flown over 
by U-2 planes, Red China our enemy when Amorica supportcd Chiang instcad of Mao, 
China our conemy in Korea, China the red star of comminism, starving China, belli- 
goront China, political freedoms suppresscd in China, China who sold rice to Cuba | 
and bought sugar, China who represents another way in Asia instead of bourgeois 
privilcges and dependence on Western imperialistic zovernucnts? BAD GUESS??. «e. 
Not when I-learned already in‘high school ard in the Recders Digest that CHINA IS 
OUR ENEMY. Caleulatcd "situation." Amcrican no longer fights wars, people being . 
killed by forcigh soldiers with foreign guns is not a war, but American presidents 
put troops in many countries without approval of Congrcss or of the people, to con- 
trol "situations," involving us in taxes, escalation, lives, because of a "bad 
guess," a private judgment, and deceptions. fo what docs "enomy" mean if Hanoi ard 
China are not our onemy? what does "war mcan when thousands are kiilcd and millions 
suffer without a declaration of war? and what is communism, "9 letter word" and 
secret enemy? 


"Put it this way in headlincs 
Omaha World Herald-- Rusk Says Toughness 
Essential For Peace" 
HITLER SAYS TOUGHNESS WITH 
JEWS ESSENTIAL FOR PEACE. FRANCO SAYS TOUGHNESS WITH REPUBLICANS ESSENTIAL FOR 
PEACE. ENGLAND SAYS TOUGHNESS TOWARD REVOLTING AMERICAN COLONIES ESSENTIAL s0R 
PEACE. STALIN SAYS TOUGHNESS WITH DISSENTERS ESSENTIAL FOR PxACH. WOODROW WILSON 
SAYS WORLD WAR I TO MAKE THE WORLD SAFE FOR DEMOCRACY. WORLD WAR IL TO ENSURE THE 
FOUR FREEDOMS. PEACE WITH THE SWORD. INTOLERANT PEACE. JESUS KILLED TO KEEP PEACE 
IN PALESTINE, SOCRATES KILLED TO KEEP PEACE IN ATHENS, BLACK RESELLIONS SUPPRESSED 
TO KEEP PEACH IN AMERICA. What does peace mean, brother? Ard what is toughness, 
what is strength, my friend? And who makes the words mean NOTHING? 


"Put it this way 
Lincoln Nebraska Morning Stare- 
Vietnam War Brings Prosperity" 

Yes, war industries 
flourishing, yes "McConnel Airforce Basc/nourishing the city" of Wichita, yes stin- 
ulated prosperity of wartime ironstecl amunitions education (schools packed with 
students avoiding draft employ professors etc), yes unemployment down with millions 
in the armed forces. War Brings Prosperity. Ard in Vietnam “barbed wire, fire ball / 
bullet shock, bayonet clectricity/bomb blast terrific in skuil & belly, shrapnelled / 
throbbing meat." Who does "prosperity" mean what? 


"Put it this way 7 
Declared MacNamara, speaking language 

Asserted Maxwell Taylor 

General, Consultant to white Housc 

Victcong losses leveling up three five zcro zero 

per month" 

Abstract numbers of enomy dead, "the latest quotation in the human meat market," 
"Headline language poetry," suffering rcduced to "numerals," three five zero zcro, 
so many Communist carcasses (how many. turkeys were killed for Thanksgiving this year ) 
arithcmotical formulas for hiding reality, faccless language. How much Goes a tilcost 
to kill a Vietcong? "Has anyone looked in the oyes of the woundod?" 2 
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Ginsberg shows us how language is no loner a tool for communication, a way for 
American people to be actually informed about tho WAR an Vietnam, but Language is 
rather used to distort reality and manipulate people, "used/like magic for power on 
the planet." In the spiritual vacuum of Amcrica, in the bleak quietness of Kansas, 
bed language omerges. Lacking sound information (they have been deceived by lan- 
guage) and lacking human tenderness, many Ancricans respond to Vietnam with pate 
riotic fervor. Black Magic of the flag, magical repetition of words like "democracy," 
and appeals by politicians for national unity replace human compassion and under. 


ee Bad language manipulators turn spiritual void of America into vortex of 
atred. 


almost in tears to know ‘ 
how to speak the right language... 
I scarch for the language 
that is also yours-- 
almost all our language has been taxed by war. 

Into this faccless and godless environment, 
into the vortex of corrupt.language, comes tho poct ("PERSON appearing in Kansas!" ) 
to. read to university students, ard as biblical prophet to prophecy and offer for.-. 
giveness. His condemnation, as we have seen, is very severe, but he is not without 
hopee TtIlg not the vast plains mute our moutiis 

wes that fill at midnite with ecstatic Language 
when our trembling bodies hold each other 
breast to breast on a mattress.- 
Not the empty sky that hides 
the feeling from our faces 
nor our skirts and trousers that conceal 
the bodylove emanating in a glow of beloved skin, 
white smooth abdomen down to the hair 
between our Legs, 
It's not a God that bore us that forbid 
our Being 
No, Kansas is not doomed by its geography, even though the poet had used landscape 
imagery to portray the doom. 

What dooms us--dooms Amcrica--is the fear we aren't loved ("All we do is for 
this frightened thin/we call Love, want and lack"), We're afraid to voice our sol- 
itude, our lonesomeness; afraid to cxpress our tenderness; afraid to ery ("0 but 
how many in their solitude weep aloud like me?"); afraid to touch; afraid to reach 
out to anothcr when our attempt may be scorncd; afraid, finally, to reveal our 
weakness. 

The poct-prophct is not simply reproving others: he himself is caught up in 
America’s lonesomeness ("it''s Ours, all over America’), he is "the lone One singing 


into the vast cmptiness of America, 


i 
an 


to myself." But he is not afraid to speak his lonesomeness, not afraid to reveal 
his necd for others, "Wichita Vortex Sutra! is a long love poem to the people of 
America: the love poem of a poet who wants to be united with his people, by effec. 
tive language and by caresses. "Hold me in your innocent arms," he says to the 
young men and women of the midwest, "give me back my soft kiss." 

it is the poet who takes the initiative in freeing America. “What if I opened 
my soul to sing to my absotute self"? What if 1 sang, and loosed the chords of fear 
brow?" "What if I sang till Students knew I was free/of Vict-Nam, trousers, free of 
my own meat"? Once the poet finds his language and frees himself, "Truth breaks 
throughs" Now there is "No more fear of tenderness, much delight in weeping, 
weestasy/in singing." | 

Tuc poet constructs a sutra, a religious essay, a "thread," reorganizing the 
elements of America and giving them a spiritual center. To the vortex of war he 
counterposes a dance of lovers: 


Come, Nebraska, sing & dance with me-- 
Come lovers of Lincoln and Omaha, 
hear my soft voice at last. 
He integrates human flesh and lancuage as he chants, "revolving my head to my heart.' 
He not only points out the bad language used by politicians, but he also composes 
loving lyrics interspersed among the detailed information from media and landscape. 
And finally, he makes words meaningful again by resisting the official conscious~ 
ness of war and violence: he reveals his desire instead of masking it, points to 
reality instead of away from it, moves to end suffcring instead of justifying it. 
Language has been uscd like magic to perpetuate the VAR in Vietnam; the poet also 
uses language magically, but to END the WAR. 

"The war has been created by language," wrote Ginsberg to Paul Carroll, "& Poct 
can dismantle the language consciousness conditioned to war reflexes by setting up 
(mantra) absolute contrary field of will as expressed in Languages By oer eee: 
manifesting, his DESIRE." Near the erd of his long poom "Wichita Vortex Sutra 5 
after calling "all Powers of imagination/to my side in this auto to make prophecy 
(mostly Indian gods and yogis), Ginsberg makes this strong declaration: : 

——~> 
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I lift my voice aloud, 
make Mantra of American Langlate Mow, 
pronounce the wovds beginning my own millenium, 
i here deciare the end of the Wart 
. Ancient days! Tilusionie= © 
Let the States tremble, , 
Let the Nation wecn, 
let Congress legislate its own delight 
let the President execute his own desire--— 
this Act done by my own voice, 
nameless Mystcry-- 
What does this mantra accomplish: does the poet simply give up responsibility for 
a war woich engulfs our nation, retreating into personal sensitivity? or is his 
mantra effective in bringing the war to an end? 

Wuat is the evidence in the poem? What the poet sees outside his car and what 
he hears on the radio and reads in the paper has changed: the “houseless brown farm- 
land plains (are) rolling heavenward/in every direction." Headline in the Wichita 
Bagle-licacon, "Kennedy Urges Cong Cet Chair in Negotiations." "Angelic Dyian” 1s 
heard «a the radio "singing across the ration... his tenderness penetrating acther/ 
soft prayer on the airwaves, /Language.janguege, and swect music too." Now that the 
war is gone, the language emerging in the media is the right magic. 

But is it? Near the end of the poem we sce that a newspupcr still uses words 
like "Communist" obscenely and shows litile sensitivity in reporting the death of 
256 Viuwtcong. Radio commereials have not improved. Ard Ginsberg admits that "the 
suffering has not yet erndcd/ior others." 

As the poet moves toward and into Wichita he is at first shocked to see how 
littLe things have changed: "Sensitive City, Oohi Hamburger & Skelley's Gac/lights 
feed man and machine"; "the human next collectcd . . .« for business as usual." But 
the traveller has come home, "past the newspaper Languaye factory . + » to the 
center of the Vortex, celmly returned." And the poem ends in these overly senti- 
mental but beautiful lines: 

The war is over now-- 
Except for the souls 
held prisoner in Niggertown 
still pining for love of your tender white bodies 0 children of 
Sa Wichita! 


WHAT HEPPENED TO THE WAR IN VIETNAM? 


“The war is over now’ says Allen Ginsberg but the Vietnamese war continues. 
He creates beautiful poems, but the bad language of politicians continues. In to- 
day's Chicago Daily News: 
| "VIET PULLOUT PERILED BY RED BUILDUP 
Rising enemy troop in- 
filtration into South Vietnam is threatening to slow down President Nixon's troop 
withdrawal program." Many Americans have voiced their support for Nixon's program 
for ending the undeclared war; but his program gives us nothing but new mouthings 
of old language and the assurance of a sceret timetable; Nixon's program is masked 
in language, deceptive language, words uscd to dampen criticism and heighten pat- 
riotisn. Appropriately, the night we discussed "Wichita Vorvex Sutra! at: the Pree 
U at. péthel College was the same night Nixon gave his televised speech on his policy 
in Vietnam: we read the poem together, and then switched on the TV for corroboration. 
Ginsberge!s accomplishment is his poem and his person: he has managed to point 
out the sad shape of our language and still to write a meaningful poem; and he has 
completely separated himself from the war, changing his own consciousness as the 
Movement has helped to change the consciousness of America. In more and more minds 
of Americans, the war is over, the fight is gone, the rhetoric is revealed as 
empty. The war is language. Once we begin to think more critically and more 
tenderly, there will be no ware But that change in our thinking must now be 
transaLated into politics: ali that is left to do now is to STOP THE GUNS: and 
BRING THE TROOPS HOME! And somehow here in Amcrica to rebuild a spiritual con- 
sciousness to replace the vortex of hatred that still kills blacks in niggertown. 


—- MARK WAGLER 


DIG ITs! 
record albums vou may enjoy 


.»»ectones LET IT BLEED (truly outasight), Reatles ABPEY ROAD (obviously), Janis 
KOSMIC -PLUSS, SWEETWATER, CROSBY, STILLS, & PASH, Sly @ family SAND, Dylan GREAT 
WHITE “ONDER and et least 2 other underzround (i.e.nnot released by Columbia) albums, 
Vuddy Veters, Butterfield, Bloomfield, Budcy Miles, et. al. FATFERS AND SCINS (in- 
cluding live seements from the great-st blues concert ever), Temptations CLOUD NINE, 
Led Zepvelin II, SANTAVA, Steprenwolf MONSTER, Airplane VCLUMTEERS, Dead LIVE. cece. 


Me OK OR Ok OR Ok ok OR Ok ok ok Ok Ok Ok 
"Don't set the idea that I'm one of these goddam radicals, Don't get the idea that 
T’m knocking the American system," --Al Capone, gangster, 1929 


from REVOLUTIONARY QUOTATIONS FROM THE THOUGHTS OF UNCLE SAM 


A McLUHAN INDICTMENT: 
PRIEST of the CAPIIAUST MORAUTY 


(A review of Sidney Finkelstein’s book, Sense and Nonsense 
of MeLuhan, New World Paperbacks, $3.45) 


if you are one of those rare but unfortunate individuals who got hung up on 
the Meluhan bandwagon and are looking for a face»saving place to junip Offemtry 
Sidnev Finkelstein’s book, Sense and Nonsense of NeLuhan, 

Or, if yeu are stil wondering 





vour way through the McLuhan marshland (late as 
Hades but fearful lest vou bypass this acclaimed *genius’), take on Finklestein as 


your swamp guide, 
And, if you're a rugged loner who's never read MeIuhan and are trying to be 
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proud of it, share vour reserve with the same thrust as Finkelstein who kicks the 
hull out of MeLuhan’s boat, 

Finkelstein comes on strong with seven chapters documonting the wealth of 
MeLuhanese nonsense, (Included are sien chapters as "The Mythical War of the 
Senses", "Hot, Cool, and the Brainiess Involvement", and "MeLuhan's Totalitar- 
lanism and Human Resiiience,'') 

A recurring theme in the author's criticism deals with MeLuhan’s abuse of the 
ambiguity in the words and pop phrases chosen as the key to his media theories, 
Finkelstein devotes considerable space to a frequent phrase, "the extensions of 
man", He notes the dual meaning implicit in this phrase (i.e.,the physical and 
psychological extensions) and asserts that Neiuhen turns this ambiguity into 
confusion, rather than eclaritv, by first appealing to one meaning and then: 
evoking the other, ; 

The author als6 tackles McLuhan for usine such a word as "media" with "the i 
mearine of the term as it is used on Madison Avenue, the center of the advertising 

snd publicity industry", and then essumine that this tas nothine other than 
what media mean in the creative arts," By exploring the meanine of this term 
in the creative arts, Finkelstein concludes that the ‘medium is not the message, 
although it is involved with and snaped by the message," 

Even more important (thouch not unrelated to spesifie criticisms of McLuhan'’s 
theory) is the overview which Finkelstein presents of the McLuhan system. The 
author views MeLuhan in the eentext of social institutions, and places a special 
emphasis on the econonic dimensions of MeLuhan®s theories, "MeLuhean a prophet? 
The author would say, “a priest--of the capvitalist establishment," 

MeLuhan's theories fit the capitalist interests of the television networks, 
which are in turn "a service industry for the great industrial and finaretal 
corporations,” Finkelstein questions whether the competition from which MeLuhan 
derives his theory of the war between the senses does not really derive from the 
economic factors of "a marketolace dominated society," 

To a very large extent, Finkelstein’s criticism of MeLuhan’s preise of the 
capitalist morality echoes the Marxian protest against the conversion of humanity 
its lf into'’s market commodity, It is in this vein that Finkelstein coneludes that 
MeLuhan*s big success has been in “writing a travesty on knowledge," i 

; ~«Danielson 


TIPRESSIOKS ON READING MY FRIEND CHE 


eee NRE NOON ATU 


(My Friend Che by Ricardo Rojo, Grove Press; $1425..) 


Read it and pick up the vibes, Too bad, you probably don't talk the River 
Plate lingo, 

Before reading, I was afraid, What can an “establishment™ covernment man, 
even a disenchanted one, tell me about el Che? Because, in my mind el Che found 
a new thing, A new thine that you ean understand only if the old thing never 
meant much to you, Or at least if the new thing had hit you so hard you couldn't 
even talk to the old thine, You know, like light-years away. 

I figured Rojo would just muddy up the myth--not really wanting to=-simply 
by beine in another world. And this yould rub my dooma the wrong way. 

I find something sifferent., And my dogma cpens up a little crack to let 
humanity throuch, 

I was afraid of en attemnt to understand the ideology from the outside, T 
didn’t went stupid thines said about el Che. . 

Instead I read a story of the closeness of two intense men, I watched then 
change. Instead of hearing only a militant revolutionary I find a man, A poet, 
and a brother, A man for whon man is all that mtters, 

Once again the myth teaches me but does not alienate me, ‘Instead of 
being closed--end forever fixed--it is dynamic, magnetically dynamic, 

Ho reminds me not ot make el Dhe my god and lose ny hurmenity in some Calvinistic 
alienation, but to realize the depths of his humanness--showing a path for my _ 
struesling humanity. An authentic myth, Ge diane # ae 


(My Friend Cne continued) _[e 
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Why 1s el Che a myth and s.GoveCiyist fies | Ve iyg ROOM ORY ee MIM OTL ass 
for Latin Americen revolutionaries? Time end furtoer exegesis {sic) will help tell. 

In the first place, he is ours, He carries with new beauty the visions of 
Roliver end Artigas, 

In the second vlace he did not ficht a revolution for himself, but unsatisfied, 
left it and died while goine bevond whet he? been done, 

And lest, he was so profoundly sensitive to men, and so human himself that his 
life was civen in the meeesing strugcle of helping man become true mane 

The first quote in the book is: ‘tie must grow tough, but without ever losing 
our tenderness." Che. 

-<Javid H. Rutschman = Montevideo, Bethe 


Sb MEV D «COLLEGE PUBLICATATS 


THE OTHER WALL, Box 655, Goshen College, Goshen, Indiana 

This independent publication by students at Goshen College is quite unlike the 
Mennopsuse of 2 years ago: instead of the political stink of ail those dirty words 
(at Least 37 fucks) and the sharp critical baxbs on the college scene run of? overe 
night on the mimeograph machine, the other wall is an offset sheet complcte with 
photographs and drawings, filled otherwise with "crcative" prose and pocurye One 
thing is certain: the cditor of this paper, Dave Toews, will not be kicked out of 
college. as his predecessors weree Bovause this is ART, ard surcly cvoryone, contrib 
uters, readers; aml college administrators, stanis in awe before the Muse. 

Tocws must be in the same position as the cditors of r<maant: cither he writes 
better than his contributers, or clse there are not enough contributions: in any 
case, the editor is also the major contributer. Of 2 issues I have seen (November 
and December 4) Toews? worst writing is in his first cditorial. It is an account of 
his reactions to Moratorium events at the collose on Jctober 15, filled with cliches 

ist, ‘fuzzy-brained and moccassinned," 
utters "another futile sigh’at the confusad state of our existence.” "Suddenly, for 
the first time perhaps, I found mysclf cmotionaliy and intollectually at tic heart 
of the darkness lurking at the center of the Victnan gonflicte" Whatever that means} 
But the artist retreats from whatever sensitivity he has as he makes his obscure 
plea to the president, "O Mr. Nixon, call home the soldiers. Stop the war." After 
that liberal prayer he is assured that on October 15 humeaity “has with a loud, pain- 
ful, cry assertcd its oxistenee, its sorrow and its hope." Final note: sensitivity 
4s not to be mocked, but it needs more guts than sentimentality. In the sccond (?) 
issue Toews has a much more effective pieec, "DO Talking Blues. Dig cspecially the 
last lines of the verses. 

There is a fine pocm by Ruth Esch called "A Eulogy." Procise words, strong images, 
otc... rcally what I want to say, it’s mice to read out loud, it works. Don Most 
has a cood sequence in "This Room." I like the word play at the beginning (Beckett= 
like monologue), the flow of the stream of consciousness, and the beautiful images 
of wood, knives, and saviours. (Compare with a short picee on the Opposite page, 
Dorm Room! by Sarah Eby...»."my mind wandering the erdless pain of infinity." And 
you don’t want to read any further.) 

Janct Burkholder’'s drawing and the photographs of Steve Kreider are all right. 
But Stove Kennel's "Escape Mechanism," a truck piled with gadgets, may be a better 
image of where the other wall is heading, But bravo obscurity and sansitavity and 
snakes and tadpoles. The Other Wall isn't all that bad, and it may oven zot better. 


THE FLY (Bethel College's underground paper), Box 274, North Newton, Kansas 

Bask in production to raise issues that may or may nov already have been raised, 
put this is not physics. David Rutschman writes cffective staccato monologuc. hea 
Like to tell a story. About a man who lovds his people....He lived on a smail island. 
Only one in five of his brothers could reado...Many, many of his sisters had to sell 
their bodies to feed their babies. Because your rich tourists liked to visit the 
islandeeseS0 he got some guns and went into the hilis< And he fourhie~e.c. Dave 1s 
himself a Latin American ard he writes a strong short essay about the problems Latin 
Americans facc, most important of wnich is the olsss strucvuire, where the landed 
aristocracy own most of the lami and where forciga investors cooperate with local 
capitalistic talent to miik the people of. their deserved income. "The answers to 
these problems start with a radical interrs?. change of sociul structurcoe.: Viva la 
Revolucion" 

On the last page Ed Dick describes the success of Bethcl''s Peace Club in getting 
publicity from ABCNBCTIMEGLIPS for their community rClations prepratory to Moratorium 
activitiose They have upped President Voth's channel-mania by zetting national 
attention: that is their success and failure. "The problem with using the establish- 
ment!s channels, is that you only communicate with the ostablishment." And in the 
process, pulicity (communication) becomes more important than the original politi- 
cal actione 

The rest of THE FLY is also about Bethel College and about Superswatter, "Fhe 
mild-mannered president of a small mid-Kansas college. He camo to the campus to give 
it law and religions" For the exploits of President Ovic, the caped crusader who 
captures the guilty, I refer you to the fly--if it hasn't been swaticd yct. 


i 


"One", I said to the chick behind the counter, Layine my money Cown. She handed 
me a lavender ticket and I joined the crowd of neonle stending in line, Mostly 
youne people were eothered there--dudes with loneish hair, chicks with pseudo exotic 
ext riors--along with the usual inexplicables of assorted ages: people who couldn't 
possibly say why they were there although they micht be able to tell you why they 
weren*t at home (the kids! they drive me erezy!) or why they were eut at all (well, 
you have to go somewhere on a date), This crowd was pressed closer end closer ¢ 
together as it grew lercer, People pretended that they weren't svarine et each 
other while the popcorn poner had » hot buttered orgasm every toree minvtes~ean 
orgasm you could eat the fruit of for twenty-five cents, At last the attendant 
opened the velvet cord and clutching our stubs, we noved together intc the Twin 
Lakes Theetre, Wichita, Kensas, took seats and settled dow for an hour ana a half 
of intense stimuletion, 

Audio blaclness. An eutomobile horn bleres like en alarm clock bahind the 
darkened eyelids of early mornin-, We “awaken” slowly, gradually focusinz on two 
men carrying hetween them a cemera and a tane recorder, It is the scene of an 
auto wreck, A woman hes been thrown out of the car onto the pavement, The 
cameraman focuses on her injuries, The souncman reaches winder the hood cutting off 
the horn and aims his directional mike towerd the unconsc’ ous woman~-recording 
her barely eudible moans, Suddenly it occurs to you...These cuys dont ceive a 
damn shout her, Frames later, casually, they radio in from their car for on 
ambulance, We see that they are media men from TV 8 Chiesgo doing their job. 

With bre-thtaking efficiency they send the film to the lah by motorcycle. We are 
confident thet the film will he processed ouicklv, ie can not be so sure of the 
treatment given to the injured women who is left lyin on the Eisenhower expressway 
in early morning Chicago, Rut Medium Cool is 4 movie of mechine-un secuences; 

it dows not nermit us to lincer until it has finished with us, 

Mediwn Cool is a State of the Union message, It should be presented to Congress 
for the next several Januaries, Much of the first haif of the film is simply a 
presentotion of American reality. Medie serves rs the hork-up, the camera is 
always there meking it possible for us to know our country in ways impossible before, 
We ride with the mediamen throuch Amerie seeiny wide-angle, seeing telescopic, 
ond the im ges ~ppearin> in the vrocessed film are sometimes not what we thought 
we saw ther the first time, This film is stuck together elmost at rendom it seems, 
shuddering way out of balance, there’s e knife in the back, and America’s bare ass 
is haneine out. Medium Cool is America and it is ourselves: Particvlerly, it is 
you and me AND netionalguard newscasts autowreck demonstrstions audiofadein «> : 
resurrectioncity rollerderbycoming bobbymemorialcitchen mayordeley ghetto flower~ 
power applachiarveligion acidrock and fucktheries, It's all there is liedium Cool a 
and hard to avoid seeing it, Mot cause and effect, not law "n order, but sirpie 
perception of imares on the screen Tirst...then once vou’ve seen, you heve to make 
vour own decisions ahout the thermal turnoil relationships, But later Please, later, 
Cause this flick is loose and heave, its 9 strence puzzle of shiftine pieces and 
every single person who sees it has to nut it tosether in his own head or he isn't 
treating hivs 1f or the Tlic) foirly, This is the thing about cool MCCLUMSs ce 

here sre eps and suggestions, one side of the coin implies the otherlll you must 
replize thet the flick you finally see is one you make up in vour own head, -:" 

That night »t the Twin Lakes Theatre Wichita I was sitting near the middle of the 
theatre sherine this vision of America with the herd and as the vision feded with 
"the whole world is wtehinet ringing in my ears, the house lichts went up end an- 
other vision of America surrounded me, Three rows aheed a thirtvish man with a 
marshmallow facé turned to the woman he was impressing that night ond stated his 
opinion: "Ya know, I think that the whole point of this movie is how innocent 
peophe cet hurt, Innocent people on the sidelines get pulled into the whole mess 
they didn’t hove anythine to do with." Wow! Went my head. How could that man sit 
richt throueh the same hour and a hal? plus of information that I sat through and 
miss the point completely? Because what I hed seen was that no one was innocent, 
no one was free from havine to take responsibility, thet to be fully human one 
hed to grab the essential predicament in both hends and suing with it,.e.one had 
to embrace all the blood, sweat, violence, and tenderness, or cie the meegre - death 
of the soundman who was, afterall, hy his om admission, just "an ec=long-ra=tion 
of a tape recorder", That's rieht, sith his micropnone sars, plestice snan-on eyelids, 
snd prozrammed cortex, he was Just a bit of funetional human blubher attached to a 
machine, Put more on thet leter, T still believe that the men three rows ahead of 
me missed the point although maybe he continued thinicine ebout it’ too. Fe didn't 
quite make it at the time but he had picked up 2 loose end of the film which 
would lead him to something central if he nursued it, Put even I had only begun to 
see Medium Cool at that noint ond each time I’ve seen it since, it has beon a 
different movie, a different revelstion, The men three rows up ‘considered himself 
innocent...So cool and remote that the film couldn’t touch him, But the film 
left me with visions of pige Put the two together in the circle of your souls 
in-no-cence/pig. IN@NO-CENCE=PIG, Innocence the Pig?tl? Salt it away, 

(cohtinued 2/5) 





(medium cool cont.) > 
A few things about the celluloid and the sound. 
1. Everybody gets so excieted when they see this movie they make up which 
makes it a work of art at lerst, 
2, Director Haskell Wexler has vut torether a film about its own content 
which is: a/ another media (TV) 
b/ our obsession (Amerika) 
ef people (innocent pics) 
3, The camerawork is solid throughout; brilliant editing in places 
i. Mike Bloomfield (remember him?) did the sound which is pretty freaky 
in places; also eyrie, satirical, and mind-blowing. Right ont 
5, The film is serious, problematic, complex...it offers you a necklace 
of intense scenes strune tosether by the thread of your own mind, 
6, Director Wexler has rejected the temptation to put-together this film 
for us. He deserves better than whatever he is gettinr. 
7, The endine was lousy, Bonnie and Clyd are already dead. 
8, Enough of splices, snarl, end lip-synch,. 
OK, so what happens? 

The over-riding or under-lying meat of the film is a personal story which we 
heve to viece together, but it is there as e humenizing series of events for the 
film's mein character, John Cassellis=-he’s the one we saw in the ovenine scene 
callotisly shooting film of the woman lyine on the pavement. Ry the:. nd of the film, 
he is less of a zombie cameraman ond more of a person who knows who he asp ok 
suspect that if he had the first scene to do over again, he would do it differently. 
So why does Cassellis chance? Whet is the Problem he is dealing with? 

Cassellis is shown in the opening to be the INMCCENT=-PIGd, He is innocent 
becouse ha is "just" a fellow tryine to do » job, He has work to do and can’t be 
expected to let his professionalism suffer for “personal” reasons, le is a pig, 
however, becouse he is avoiding human response and restonsibility; end particularly 
beesuse he uses his profession as an elibi. Most of us who see the ovening scene 
become upset with the totally unesring sttituce of the mediemen but since we see 
thet they are doing a job we =]so lmow sbout their rationale for doince what they're 
doing, Reing a cameraman is a socielly acceptable occupation end this makes a 
difference, The more he is attuned to his job for “prefessional" reasons, the less 
he has to explein as 2 person. He is being naid, we essume, and we know that a lot 
of imvortant people want Cassellis to vet those pictureseeewe may even watch them 
ourselves on the evening news. 

Imecine, for example, the same scene with Cassavellis viewing the victin of an 
auto wreck but without his camera. He is just standin~ there iookine around. He 
doesn’t even bother to pretned that H8s unaware of the woman lying on the pavement, 
but just stands there lookine at her. If he offered us no alibi, we would become 
more end more frustrated the lon er he refused to act. We would demand thet he 
do something. We would demend either an action or an explanation, Put that's not 
good enoush. No explanation would hel»v that women, Maybe the suy three rows ahead 
of me would teke en explanstion of innocence--but I heard the film saying that 
even with his -libi Cassellis was a PIG, 

Medium Cool deals solidly with the Pic concept. Near the end are documentary 
scenes from the Grant Park police riot from August °68 Daley/Demo Convention with 
such explicit rsferences to volicemen as "Fuck you, pig!" The opening scene and 
the riot scene can he nlsced hack to bsck=--both depict pigs. Cassellis end the 
soundmean were the vies in the opening scene but durins the course of the film 
Cassellis managed to co what the soundman and the »rolice were unable to do and 
broke out of that beg. 

The big change for our hero begen in the Ghetto, A little black ewareness got 
him started. Medium Cool pivots on a little blackness, Wot much, just enought to 
provide a pin-vrick breakine the surf-ce tansion of the sisi oneothe fantasy of 
the inmnocent-pig alibi, Cassellis'’s medisman elibi begins to break-down at the 
point when the medis itself snd the control of the media comes under question. 

The whole bluff is called when somebody starts asking and this happens in a beautiful 
scene in a west side tenement where black neople demand that cur cameraman take 

stock of his 2libi.e How is his favorite media destroyine nsople? Where is it 
phoney, bullshit, elitist, racist? Is he or is he not trking pictures for the FBI? 

The best rep of the movie comes from a voung black man who knows all about 
alienation 2nd the media’s compelling mower, “OK, Dige," he says, “One day a 
person wakes up and says to his old man, *Man, I’m nobody, I*mnothin’.’ So the cat 
takes a brick and tosses it through Charley? gs window or he nicks wo a eun and shoots, 
Then the cat lives, man, he lives on the tube, Suddenly 100,000 neople know his 
name, where he went to school, ‘“veryhody t-lks about the anki The former invisible 
man lives, He lives on the tube. Man, the tube is LIFE," But the tube is life 
only when living becomes more like dying each day into emptiness, and then it’s a 
substitute, Television is vowerful as a n-tional group ritual, Jt can bring an 
aliensted man into a commonly accepted sphere of life...the newscast, The fact that 
he may have to kill to get there may not be much of sn obstecle to him, So Cassellis 
bean to realize that his role was a harmful one to the black man. Ib contained 
little of human interest. And when he tried to change thet a little bit.,.when he 
tried to go out on his own and develop a good story, he found that the media-world 


was 9n oppresive une. He was fired, Cassellis is now on the outside lookin in. 
(continued = / 


medium cool cont.) a 


Spiro has said that TV news 15 pachaged and ueoceated by we VWilnylous cLesed 
fraternity of priveleged men" and‘Meditm Cool woul) ‘suec]est that this is true, But 
while Spiro tends to suevest that the ‘medi-man should have less freedom to eriticize 
end enalyse, Medium Cool turns toward thé veonle. ond suggests that there is a 
human reality; that no amount of professionalism is sufficient alibi for ignoring 
this reality; end finally thet TV sould actually have to answer to those neople who 
are now being crinnled by its programming and exploited by its cepitelists, 

Which makes Medium Cool actually a film about people, For Cassellis, it is a 
difficul* struegle to beein askine thet newscasts and polities, be responsible to 
people, snd he is fortunste indeed to find a friend in Marold who teaches him much, 
Harold is young, He is 13 years old livince in a slum with his mother who once 
taught school in W. Virginia. Harold hes his thing: racing homers, and neither he 
nor his birds have accepted Chicago as home, If there is an innocent, it is Harold, 
He is the victim, He has to desl with a poor school, hausy neighborhood, end other 
kids who ficht with sticks and stones and gunse But at what point does Harold 
become responsible? Will he look for human tenderness in this brutal world, or twill 
he become a pvig-=denyine his own person. It is clear that the odds ere stacked 
against him. | 

Medium Cool ends abruptly with a sense of just hevine begun, Cassellis his 
progressed from his orisinel android state but hes yet to take any action, Harold 
is lost and the 6hicago Police are on a rampare in Grant Park, Theoretically, the 
"whole world is vatchine” but how.meny see the Pie in the mirror? If the man 
three rows up is still listenine and continues to think he is innocent, let him 
piek up his -libi snd walk,..but the Jast time I checked, nost of his taxes vere 
buyine nanalm for the children of Nam, and Horold is still wandeiwine the streets 
of Americae -~-steve Stucky 


TWO POEMS by Ayo Kenyatta Brigadia 
itm a Sinner 


t'm a sinner 'cause I aint tcstificd or 
been baptized 

I don't go to church on Sundays 

When I gct mad, I tcll people to kiss my ass 
When I fecl like fucking, I fuck. 

If a chance comes for mo to kick an ass 
I show as hell kick ite 

If whiteys windows are brokon in a riot 
I steal what I can ect my hands ony 

You know what’s funny? 

You good Christians who have been 
cither baptized or have tostificd 

Go to church on Sundays 

But gaud damn it! 

When you gct mad you cuss 

When you want to, you fuck 

So what the hell is the difference? 

i'm better off a sinner--at loast I 
aint a liar. 


Brotherly Love 





The world is square 

Damn right its square 

The fucked up people made it that Way « » 6 
By their brotherly love. 


Hach time I sce a pig (what you call a cop) 
Knock someone down 

‘Cause the dude's protesting for his rights 
That's an act of brotherly love, 

Each time a bastard in white skin 

Comes out with his heat and shoots one of us 
"Cause one of us told him to kiss where the 

sun don't shine 

"Cause he told one of us to lick his ass 

That's all brothorly love. 

So anytime you see someone splitting someone elso!s 
throat : 

Or two people beating the hell out of cach other 
Or cven ten men raping one broad 

Don!'t bother to stop them 

They're doing thoir thing 

Of expressing brotherly love. 
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Goshen Athletic Department 


aK 


Exteneds Fraternal Hand of 


Fellowship (Fellowshit?--Hds.) to Plufften Athictic Denartment 


As Three Athictcs Are Kicked 
Tcams for not having 


off Their Tennis & Soccer 


Clean Shaven: Faces $ 
~«Jon Lind .: 


Bluffton you are not alonet Facisn raiscd its odious head in the G.C. Athictic 
Department as the three head coaches arbitrarily decided that heretofore any male 
Wishing to engage in cxtra-mural sports must be clean shavcene 

Except for three athletes, who were unecrcemoniously dropped from the tennis 


and soccer teams, 


razors went to work bchind such rationaies as tthe issue is too 


small to fight? and 'they are bigoted to make me shave but I would be bigoted to 
refusc to shave.' And thus conflict was avoided and the coaches won the dayo 
The decision of the coaches directly violated the new standards passed by the 


Community Government the previous year which 


stated that decisions affccting mem- 


bers of the community should not be arbitrarily decided but should cngoy the wide 


participation of those affected. 


The three who refuscd to bow to the eddct--dohn Kenncl, 
Concerned that ail proper channels be tried they 


would not let the mattcr drop. 


Jon Lind, Jim Miller-- 


took the case to tho Community Government for action, At the moment of this writing 
the Community Government is discussing this 1ssuc. 

What is at stake is not the legality of the bearded athlete so much as the 
relevance and power of the Community Government. One of the coaches was reported 


to say that regardless of the 


stand» Ho also said that if pressure from above forced a 


action of the Community Government the decision will 


recinding of the rule he 


questioned whether he belonged at G.C. Others are asking that question alrcacye 


Hello “ditors, 
Keep uv the good work with the old news- 
letter, It hes shocked the shit out of a 
lot of good old stick-in-the-mud lenno- 
nités, beginning with mv varents, I am 
am old rank and file Mennonite in that x 
worked my wav through the renks....L 
svent 30 months in Farlem as a Street 
Worker, svent a yeer with the church on a 
youth tea m ironically called the “Life 
Team," and then svent many hours with 
lenders of the church. I am very dis- 
courared with the future of the church 
and at the present time find it so enti- 
quated that I have moved out of the 
cirele of being a lesitimate church 
leader, Waiting...... . 

Nan Hostetler 

7357 State Rte 43 

Kent, Ohio 44240 


¢ 7 JISTRAY LETTERS SECTION «--7 oD 


Dear Brothers in Christ, 

Tt was extremely deflating to all of us 
here to see your article on happenings 
at G.C. & the Mennonite draft resistors 
renort. FEow do vou exnect us to con 
tribute to your Newsletter if you edit 
out so much of our cortribution? We 
deserved at least a whole blank varel 


Does Goshen sleep? If furious activity 
4g sleep then I suess we do, I would 
term it thet while the world coes around 
us we masturbate furiously. 


An anonymous Concerned 
Committed Christian Communist 
Collecestudent, 

Goshen College, 

U.SeAs 
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scme reading ee ee 


i 


THE ART OF LOVING 


ayey, the 72 
ENAIY 
Says verv little directly about fucking, so it is sefe 
to give to vour minister, fother, or consressman. 


nours between issuss of remnant 
ie 


LItes 


They 


will be ant to say thet Fromm end his whole talk about 


LOV. have created the ceneration gap. 


Note that sexual 


love, self-love, and love for mankind are three sides of 
the same venny. It’s worth it. 


THE COM UNIST 1AMIFESTO 


Rive thouchts from Bro. Marx on the orcanizine of com- 
munes through political revolution, 


Pacifists should 


not be swune bver by his a»peal to violence. 


THEE 


Read with care, esnecially the last part. 


If you insist 


on readine with en oven mind, then forget trying to tell 


anvone else about it. 


You may become a martyr. Pay 


special attention to Jesus x. 


BROTESRS IN C?RIST 


The best book printed by Herald Press of Scottdale. 


Don't believe the stories about these radicals, though. 
Remember that the Recovery of the Anabaptist Vision ~ 
45 either historical FICTICN or science FICTICK, and 
avoid the tenptation to make the revolution present 
tense and reality. ‘ 


ANYTHING 


Mow is the time to read the foremost literary minds of 
our generation! 
EXPLODED, and WHY ARs WE It VI UTNAM, 


Resin with PLAN:T NaWS, Tra TICKET THAT 


Then keep reading, 


and send your review to the DIG IT! column. 


ry 


PREFACE TO A MARCH og a 
in which you will read that sheep led 
to the slaughter of an antiwar march 
still need to piss 


YENNO CONFAB IN THE Y 
The Radical Mennonite section of MCC 
met in a tavern in downtown Chicago 
to denounce the Selective Service 
System; a conservative splinter group 
refused to enter the tavern, thereby 
disrupting the proceedings 


WHICH WAY POLITICAL MENNO? . t 
one hell of a miscellany mostly about 
the Moratorium, plus some irrelevant 


oes ey 
on @ Cosuimi.st there; 
The Other Ci:eek 


Coie 4 
variations 


Rahs Pisce 


LOF A CONya 
Seek” ony ’ , 
bus 


6 
Cx 


FREE UNIVERSITY AT BETHET, 
& colomns on 3 pesos of goldenrod 
paper~-Funk has never had it so good! 
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THOUGHTS ON LIVING Fray DUFROBIN, CAN,28 
albums, beards, and laid theologians 


in a log cabin 


CONFESSION OF FAITH 29 
Radical Mennonite Union member accepts 
Jesus as his savior, “Down with Fat. 
Cat Christianity," 


one 


ne) 


introductory comments; revorts/articles 


from Goshsn Collegs, Pa-, Princeton 
Seminary, and Washington, "Those of 
us who support the Vietnam Moratorium 
run the risk of hypocrisy," 


HOW ALLEN GINSBERG ENDED THE WAR - ko 
IN VIETNAM 
he pulled the plug? 
DIG ITS 
some records you may enjoy 16 
some books obscenely laid out 22 
PRIEST CF THE CAPITALIST MORALITY | 17 


is MeLuhan shallow, ambiguous, boring , 
‘or a capitalist preacher? check 4 
of the above and move back 6 pages 


IMPRESSIONS ON READING MY FRIEND CHE 17 
Uraguayan Rutschman is not a personal 
friend of Che and he didn't write the 
book, but he read it, and responds 
warmly to a man he thinks of as a 
peeé and a brother 


SOME VENNO PUBLICATIONS 18 
addresses of student papers coming 


from Bethel and Goshen Colleges; triteGUEST DISCLAIMER: The Rumor Ha 


criticism of the same 


MEDIUM COOL 

did you see the film? better yet, 

Stucky’s review; "Medium Cool is a 
State of the Union message," about a 
Cameraman getting some awareness, and 
about responsibility and human re~ 
sponse and cold and hot and cool, you 
know 
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TWO FORMS ok 
Sister Kenyatta sets brotherly love 
and sin straight, and writes some 
words about pigs and fucking and bap- 
tism; she’s got a nice sense of 
hunor, don’t you think? 

GOSHEN KICKS JK, JL, & JM OFF TEAI’s 22 
FOR HAVING PUBLIC HAIR 


facism rears its head, a coach wondersthe tims to 


whether he belongs at Goshen, and 
Community Government, what’s that? 


REMNANT PROVES STRONGER THAN THE 
GATES OF HELL 
rival coaches (such as JJH) who have 
been considering Hell Gates the team 
to beat this season may have to do | 
some reevaluation, as the Remnant 


23 


Our thanks to the Woodlawn Me 
Rebels pulled smashing upset last niteand the Lincoln Paik VConeerne 


machines, 


FREEMAN DIALCG i 
two Freeman boys have an evecmant 
about how nuch shit there was un 
Preeran this past summer — 

LETTZLS 
Gales of uell 35 
Penguin Power 34 
Strays ae 


BDITORIALS front and back pages 
rancom bullshit from a non-editor 
explaining « few things about the word 
"fuck," a few comments on political 

Mennos getting out of a Menno bag, pre~ 

paring you Tor another manifesto in 

issue jb when he will come out in favor 
of communism end abstinence 


NO STAFF DISCLAIVER THIS MONTH, this shit 
speaks for itself, but if you find any 
kind of substance you don't like, be sure 
to flush it on, if we don't get any better 
material next issue we threaten to write 
all the dirty words we know, plus a few 
revolutionary slogans, 


s it That 
the Mennonite Draft Resisters are no less 
Than One And The Same With The Rermant 
Group, We Suggest You Keep Your Good 


réad Name Clean Ard Issue A Public Disclaimer 


To This Odlous Rumor, 


NEWS ITEM OF THE MCWTH HIDDEN FROM VIEW 
{WO DRAFT CARDS BURNED: Mennonite Draft 
Resievers gave a program at the Partly 
Dave coffeehouse in Elkhart, Indiana , 
and the ineviteble happened, 


A STAFF LAMENT, 

We've discovered that THE REMNANT CORPOR* 
ATION, the grovy of Communist businessmen 
wno were supporting us, are all FST men 
and their checks bounced: also, due to 
political disagreements, we've lost our 
subsidy from Feking. If vou believe in our 
style of the dogmatic revolution, now is 
send us enormous sums of 
money, Sonecne may bless you, Guess who, 

BK SII a ak oe 25 2K 2K a sR RO aE ICA ADI Cafe a ee fe ak ak a a ke ake a 
iith Hour Staff Members: Roger Kaufman, 
John Braun, David Painter, & all the 
Radical Politics Workshop people who don't 
know yet that they*re going to help get 
this thing stapled and in the mail, 


nnonite Church 
d Citizens 
Survival Front for the use of mameograpn 


Te Oc Ce 


TCC is the acronym for the The Other 
Cheek, The Other Cheek (TCC) is the comme: 
une predicted in issue one of Remnant. 
Weeks and months came and went while the 
commune waited out its rathe: diffuse 
embryonic stagesssits members scattered 
across Chicago and elsewhere, hidden in 
convents, shiverine in cold abanconed 
shacks, fighting carefully laid campaigns 
againct armies of roaches, lighting the 
darkness and cursing candles, Most 
monumental of the commune'’s difficuities 
was the problem of actually buving a houses 
This is a tedious snd wmiustifiable method 
of libevratine vrivate nrocerty and can 
scarcely be recommendec as a revolutionary 
toctic but it seemed to be the most likely 
way of ectually getting a toehold somc= 
where, The lend and house is now owned 
by a non-profit corporation rather than by 
any individual or groun of individuals, 
and although it declares itself a soverign 
entity apart from Pig=Nation in its values, 
legally TOC encomters myriad complications 
and networks of misguided assumptions, 

How can one explain to a real estate 
company that we versonally don't want to 
own a house and lot, but that we do want 
to live there? 

TOC now consists of nine mique indiv- 
iduals including an invisible man, a lib- 
erated cat, and a two yeer old boy; but 
the grovp is elready growing. We antici- 
pate the addition of a member or two; 
plus a continuine stream of lone and short 
term visitors, You ere welcome whenever 
you visit Chicago. Our eddress is 815 We 
Vrightwood which is just north of. the 
Lincoln-Fullerton-lalstead intersection 
close to the Biograph theatre where Diil- 
inger the outlaw was shots here in the 
midst of Puerto Ricans, Rlacks, Appalach- 
sans, and Freaks, this cluster of friends 
muddies along in heppy poverty. If you 
know of any good deals on food, clcethes, 
dope, books, musical instruments, or 


electronic equipment or if you have anything 


vourself) cal 
weil turn cn 


to spare and share (like 
us at (312) 477~9771 and 
together, Memorize that number because 
our name doesn't seem to fit in the 
Chiesgo directory (It seems that Bell 
Telephone suspected us of being a tavern 
and wanted to charge us exhorbitant 
business rates). 

The Other Cheek doesn't know what it is 


yet, besides the fact that it is definitely 


4n debt. Much remains to be figured out 
and the process will vrobsably be sic and 
irregular; but every time a his ebunk 

of realization is thrust up, we'll try 

to pass it along to the Remnant newsletter 
and thus, to youe ~ 








Ao 
EVANSTON COMMUNE 


Some of you don't even know about Reba 
Place Fellowship. I think you should, 

And since Ma: k, Harlene and Roger agree, 
that settles it, Herewith be informed, 

Reba Place, all of thvee blocks long, 
is just an ordinary street in Evanston, 
with icts cf old apartment buildings and 
big frame houses that used to be for rich 
white people. Wow there are a lot of 
blacks living here, along with some of us 
who would probably pass as lower-middle 
whites. It’s our naturel habitat. 

With this as home base, we roam all 
over the city, making money, seeing people, 
participating in demonstrations cr what- 
ever else is happenings 

When we get back to Reba, we out all 
our money in a commmmel bank account. 

Some of the people we've seen come to rap 
with us at our Fridey evening commen meal,. 
or later into the evening at a Coffee 
House wiich we operate in the bassment of 
one of our hovses, 

I say. “our houses", because we own 
them together, We've got a non-profit 
corperation to meke it legal, Total to 
date: 19 apartments wader 9 roofs. We 
also h ve a car-pool as a way of sharing 
vehiclese 

tle share etot of other things too. We 
try to talk to each other about things 
that are burcing us, or ahout decisions 
which we need to be made, We try to help 
each other underst nd what we ern do about 
the war. white recism or any of the other 
issues fecine us in The Americen Way of 
Life, 

We think of this place as a small-scale 
Wiiherated zone’, We are a tiny ‘part of 
a world-wide God Movement, looking to 
the future when all things can be made new, 

Currentiy, there are ahout 35 adults 
in this "commune", Add children, teen= 
asers, end persons trying to psych-out the 
place, “nd you've got about 100 people 
in circulation. Quite a number of us 

are over 30. 

Amone radical ycung Mennonites, it may 
be of interest to know that the ideas for 
RPF were hatched at Goshen College (way 
back in the mid-50s), Part of the 
inspiration came from the writings of 16th 
century radicels. While we appreciate 
the Mennonite in-put and try to maintain 
our relationship with Mennonite friends, 
RPF is not a Mennonite group and we like 
it that way. 

We welcome visitors (say you saw it 
in Resmant}, And we'd like to see at 
jesst LUC urban communes in the Chicago 
area, We'll do what we can to help you 
eet yours off and running. 


Virgil Vogt 
727 Reba Place 
Evanston 60202 
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Coma. there | 
Orr leles be eginy) Hc 


are +wo.ifferent, 


+his 


On ag: eo nd 


both are about +ne FRE LE UNIVERSITY, 


The Froe University at Bothel College 
stems from a mecting of Concerned Bothel 


Students in September. Mark Waglor canc 
down from, Chica“o, and more than a do} 
zen people crowlcd in Ed and Kirster 
Dytk"'s apartment, We ail wantcd to find 
out move about the ay eo commune and 
about the free university being startcd 
thore, Wo were also coe to set the 
Fly started as another “channel of come 
manications Mark sugeestcd putting out 
an issuc of Romuant at Bothel. The idea 


caught on and a Radical Jowcnalism Wore 


shop was Sey planned for Noveme 
ber. = 

A free university course was planned 
in conjunction with the worksnop. The 


Remnant cditors hoped that such a course 


would start pcople thinking and writing 
--so that by the cnd of tho week ther 
would be cnough material to put a news« 
letter together. With this in mind, the 
course "Where is the Underground?" was 
set up for the weck beginning Nov. @o 


For the first scssion we mot in Haury 


Hall lounge on Sunday aftcrnoon. Most 


of us were uncertain what a free univere 


sity was; and we didn!t cyon know what 
we hoped to. accomplish with our course. 
some studonts emphasized the frocness=—= 
they wantcd an unstructured, open-onded 
coursc. But we also roalized that some 
guidclines were necessary for mcanince 


ful ¢ciscussion. Mark proposcd a tenta. A 


tive schcdule for the week; and, since 
wo had few ideas of our ow, ma SU 
gestions were accepted with’ min 

For the rest of the week we ne ae 
Kidron Cottage--rechristencd *Kidron 
Colloge!--a stone shclter house in 
BethelL"s only parks We arrecd to mect 
every evening after supper for three 
hours to discuss some aspect of the une 
derground. The mectings wore entirely 
open: we could come or go or stay away 
as we wantcd to. 

Kidron''s Lack of central heating 


cooled the discussion on Monday evenings 


and the fircplace smoked enough ue bo- 
oer even the chainsmokers, Tho role of 
Llanguace in the undersround was tuiked 
aboute Several members of the group 
read Allcn Ginsbers''s "Wichita Vortex 
Sutra’ out Loud for the rest, bub dis. 
cussion was cub short by Nixcn’s speech 
on Vietnam. Someone had brought a TV 


To Kidron, so we gathered aroun to lis-~ 


ten disrepectfully to the President's 
words. 

Afterward the small group that with- 
stood Kidron"s chill discusscd possible 
alternatives to a college education. 


=Twenty five) 


- WAS 


. Kidron College and Bethel College both 
have stone administration buildings--2 and 
both: ar Cc cold. But at lcast Kidron has 
rock music ond only lasted a weock. But 
for EAC week, the cottagc soos) in 
Kidron Park on the Bothel Campus was the 
scene’ of-a-Froo. Uni vorsity stad go. ty Wacre 
is the Underground?" Not knowing how to 
answer that question mysolf docided: COs: 
check out this new star in tho midwest, 
When I walked in Tucsd ay: night tnere 
so mich chaos I was sure the whole 
thing had. been planned by-an anarchist: 
pe ople wore ee erourd everywhere, 
several. were Cing the fire, someone 
was worlcing at A coe projector, the cone 
Gopeations were loud, and nobedy paid any 
attenti On tO ie SO i got to slip in‘une 
not:.cca. The music was LOUD: 2 big spcak-. 
crs over ihe ee were pouring.out 
Liquid Bustle ‘stones. 
booked at my. program: the discuesion 
tonight was to be about Youth Culture, 
about drugs, music, communal living, about 
Tom WOLt e's book on Ken Kesey ard the 
Merry Prankstcrs, THE {LECTRIC KOOL-AID 
ACID TEST. But first there was a movic, 
that is, canonnine on film, somcthing some 
kids in Chio shot about motorcycles, fil-~ 
lingstation atterdents. water and chip- 
munks,. It was cool: you had to put it toe. 
eether yoursclf, compose your own idea 
of what it was all about. 
And that scomcd to be par for the | 
course-=you had to put it together yoursol: 
After the film flickered backward and 


at U Oy 


angcs,£0¥ward about three times and percussive 


"canacd-ehoat" was cxploding in my head, 
one of the ee who was attending 
Bethel ard Kidron College at the same 
tine said,’ "I havo-a question about the 
ACID TEST Book," but nobody heard her. 
Fortuneatoly, she seciacd to know what to 
do about that--she went over to another 
K3dron student and holicred jn his ear, 
They both hollercd in a few more ears and 
the music subsided, the film stopped and 
a Giscussion happened. 

somebody said, "The first time-I did 
acidece.’ Another asked, “How can you 
Siaure a personal rolicious expericnse?"! 
"i think Kesoy was a dictator.” "But how 
Can you koep a community together?! "The 
Whoo taing: was based on drugs.” "Commune 
4thos ean be of different kinds--on dit. 
ferent levels." “Acid is a tool-=-be caréa-: - 
ful how you use it." "Where is your con- 
munity? Is 1t real or does it depend on 
Pantvasy 1 ~. 

Much of the discussion was about 


kind of religious community the Merry 
_Prankstors had Lin ‘the book 


and in life, 


 ° 





Free YU. (cont) 2 eo 


Several. students were considering drop- ‘The rest of the talk was about all kinds 
ping out of schools; others had aircady or being stoned and how. Some of these 


made that decision. This discussion Siionie head taken such things as zop, 
opencd my cyes to possibilitics I had crash, psy shobin, and cl-oss-decand there 
not previously considercd. they weve talking rationally and casually 


Less than haif the people there Tucs= about it, but nobody was pushing any theo- 
day night had read Tom Wolfe*s book, The rios or drugs or preaching and after a 
Eloctric Kool-Aid Acid Test, so discuS= while the discussion was over, 


Sion was a bit difficult. Talking about Nothing was scttlcd, there was too much 
Kon Kesoy and the Merry Prankstors lod input, too many idcas, too many topics. 

us into an argwacnt over the drug cx= Students there sccmcd to be gust beginning 
perience: was it an individual or a to deal with the questions and some hadatt 


group cxperionce. The meoting gradually cven asked thon yet, But there was a sense 

disintogratcd as difforcnt people rola- here which wus subtle magic--a group of 

ted thcir personal cxpericnccs with drugsepconle reaching out ard touching strange 
With the cigarctte smoke, smoke from © things, 


the fire, and the inecnse, the atmosphere . tho music arose for a while and thon 
in Kidron was definitcly thick. fhe cise shiftel] ic 2 tape which turncd out to be 
cussion, too, was often murky. tae soundtrack a short 8mm movie, "The 


Dave Rutschman, who is from Uruguay, Hermit of Renfro Freaks Out." The movie 
lcd the Wednesday cvening discussion on was jerky handshcld color ard it was lone- 


the political underground ee Amer=  .inosy licid together in tie space be uween 
ica.. Most of us had read My Friond Cuc ee »e. weird movic. And ai tori: rds pcoe 
by Ricardo Rojo or some other book on ple bean talking, talking abovs more 
Latin American politics. We agreed that personal things. The night erow Longer in 
Castro*s style of opposition to UsSe the rocking of music and the popping fire 
imperialism would sprcal_ to oer 8 CoUne which eventually turned cold the wee hours 
trics in South Amcrica. Dave said he of morning after all the students had dis- 
planned to return to Uruguay and to work appeared for a bit of slecp. Kidvon Colloge 
toward a revolution there. = roeinod murmuring with tne echo of their 
—— night we tabeeeaepo se si aero .e « "Can I pass the acit test," 
political undergrourd i: ae it seemed to say, 
States and about New Left politics. Lan That was Tuesday nicht ami I drifted 


guage scomed to hang us up quite a bibs awey, believing that the entire scene was 
communism, socialism, democracy, an QO .Ks but rather annocvous: oss: until-I 
capitalism have many conotations that heard that people were uptizht about a ree 
made some people uptight, So one person oat of Kidron College activities which 
suggested that we talk simply about Flan appcarcd in the Friday cditioa of the 

X, There was a lot of discussion on scoGe Ws iita Bante. So I betook uysclf to sce 
ialism, but we could not got down to tae Ji "thcy wore wetting their pants in the 
question of how the urdersround could 2 


higher places. 
work to implcment it Tag PR man I talked to was very afraid 


The Happening kopt us busy until Sun-  inot someone may read that article or at 
day when wo evaluated the free univer= 4 054 notice the headlinc RADICALS VIEW 
sity. Several criticisms of what went ‘NEW LEV? POLITICS’ DURING FREE UNIVERSITY 
on this week wore raised. First of all, av perm. “that’s not a complete picture 
we tricd to do too many projicets. Thore of Bothol vollege," ha said. "Wetve got a 
was the journalism workshop, the Froe Us, now milion-dollar fine arts building, 
and the Happening--all cramacd into one some distinguished faculty, and last year 
week. But thore was no time to deal with one of our students won a Woodrow Wilsons 
any.of them properly. The journalism But instead of giving a true picture of 
workshop was the one that fcil by the BC, that acticle points out the worst~-= 
wayside--no newsletter was put out--and which isn!t truc.! Thon he told me if I 
on Friday the froe university had to be youd talk to the Father of Students I 
put aside in favor of the happenings wowid learn that the majority of students 
Aso, some felt the course tricd to cover yore jock straps, combed thoir hair, and 
too much. The cultural and political as- ro:q iho Biblo.™But this Free Ue. groupe. 
pects of the underground is too broad a thoy're a bunch of effete snobs, pscudo- 


topic to be covered in one wock, intellectuals, and uncommitted christians." 
Another criticism was thes Bethcl stue What is vour view of New Left Politics? 
dents did not take cnough iniative in of JT sched the Father of Students, "It!'s 
ganizing and carrying out the tents, AS  Juating our young children astray, Why if 
I undszstood the workshop, Bethel eae reet 1cLY parcnys new what was happening here 
were to pub out ieee Bus Simec noone souc of us wow3d probably lcse our jobse! 
at Bothel:.was wilting to. take BResvonsi- 7% impressed with this younger. gencrae 


bility for it, Mark and Steve had to take tion;" I replicd, "with their real curi- 
chargce Even the Happening was quite a osity about what is happening in the world 


bit their thing. --and here tnacy!vo. set up a program where 
I feel that in spite of these criti- they can Learn about revolutionary poli- 
cisms the weck was very worthwhile, I ties, that? 8 af Soham eet They! ro being 
had a chance to rap with people I would doa astray, I-tell you, and if they were 
not ordinarily be able to.» my. chitdzren ae take them ont behind the 


outhouses Ard I think our faculty has some 





z , ae oe u 
Pres U0 See on] Gunk rants on 


Me? 


L got a better idea of what a froo univer vesponsibility for this: rather than pro- 
Sity should be. I participatcd in an une teeting our young darlings they have ex- 
derground theater production that was a posed them to all manner of virus.""But 
jot of fun. Personal intcraction rathor your faculty is outstanding--'good chara. 


than factual information characterizcd cter, sound scholarship, Christian faith! 
our free university.’ . as it says in your official publications," 


What arc the plans for the futurc? A ‘Well, they are topnotch, you're right, 
concentrated study like this one is un- but you may want to check that out with 
realistic on a regular basis. Often the our Senior Sitizens Administrater: he's the 
courses a Free U might offor would be person in this administration who talks to 
better as part of the rogular curriculum, the faculty and he is responsible for fer~ 
because students would then have time to menting a fine academic program, the best 
participate in them. Another suggestion in Kansas,'! 
would be to have a coffechouse that would The S.S.A. was out of the country on a 


be open every evening where students 3eyear leave of absence, so L talked to 
could mcct. Classes could be set up there his executive secretary in charge of aca- 
on a weekly or monthly basis depending demic affairs. “Where is the Underground?" 
on time and intorest. Lt asked, "Thati's the janitor's problem,'! 
One thing is certain: there is a she said. "Here we plan toplevel educational 


future for a Free U. at Bethel Colloge, projects like the interterm and in Locus 
parentise" She at.first didn't want to 
-=Cathy Shore: valk about the Free U course on the same, 
but when I insisted she explained, "It!'s not 
acedemic," Whereupon she pointed out that the 
underground didn't fit into the long honored disciplines 
the way their courses at the official college did, She cave 
the following examples: History of Civilization with a westorn Blas, 
Freshman English Manipulation, Chemical Ruminations, Pedestals of Christian 
Faith, and Advanced Adjustment to Computerized Personality. "But that''s to be expec= 
ted," she said, "after all, Steva Stucky dropped out of Bethel without getting his 
B.A. That should show you two things: (1)-he's not able to relate to disciplined 
acedemic study, along the categories of Social Scinee, Nursing, and Humanities: and 
(2) het's not able to finish anything," 

Whereupon began the most steady stream of top~level insinuations, rumors sub. 
stantiated from here ard there, promised documents, conversations reported verbatin; 
-accounts of rape on the seven Seas, reports of arrests, stories of Stucky!s unkept 
rooms ard person, building up to a high © of invective. "What basis do you have for 
all this?" "Well, our file on him is not complete yet. But we do know that most of 
the above are quite conceivably true, being as he associated with Mark Wagler." 

Thereupon I was directed to the office of the Imperial Wizard of Bethel College, 
the brains behind the whole institution, and chief secular administrater, I waited 
for five minutes in the darkness in the top tower of the Ad building, When the lights 
came on and the Muzak played T asked my Question, "What is your opinion of ‘the free 
university?" And then the far corner of the room was brightly lichted and I saw a 
four foot steel cube of genius, "Mark Wagler is an anarchist and is immoral," the 
genius said. "Yeah?" He opened a door and spread out some documents, front page art. 
icle from the AKRON BEACON JOURNAL, copies of THE ANABAPTIST STOMACHE and REMNANT, 
photostats of diplomas, articles of shabby clothing, long strands of hair, confiden- 
tial letters from Mennonite ministers, ard his prize, a letter from the FBI, which 
proved that Wagler is a communist. It even had his fingerprints on it. "But does 
that prove he is immoral?" Whereupon the door opened ard the IMMORAL folder came out: 
several rubbers fell out, used Trojans; there were stacks of letters from initiated 
virgins; and again, letters from Mennonite ministers casting doubt on the stability 
of his marriage. When the door opened once again and another folder appeared, I fled 
from the room in horror, 

Finally I went to visit the Christian Leader of the College. "I've beén expec. 
ting you," he said smiling, as he took his hand off the school Bible to shake my 
hand. "It looks like you're faced with a lot of problems here," I told him. When he 
saw that the college had made its point he asked: "Would you like to accept Jesus 
Christ as your savior and enroll in a Christien liberel arts college?" After sizing 
up the situation I finally got the point: "Yes, it sounds like this is a pretty up. 
tight situation. Have you ever tried a free university?" With that I grabbed my 
taperecorder ard fled from his office as his face convulsed in orzasms of hate. 

When it was all over, I talked to John Graber, a sophomore at Bethel and a vet. 
eran of Kidron (of course John isn't his real names that must remain confidential). 
"I'm tired," he said. "I flunked my math test on Thursday, and I've got a paper due 
tomorrowe" "What have you done all week that makes you so tired? "Well, I've been 
reading THE ELECTRIC KOOL-AID ACID TEST all week on the run. Read several chapters of 
MY FRIEND CHE. Looked through some of the underground papers they brought along. 


Went to a few classes and 5 ept in one. Helped plan the apperae afternoons and even 
tried to write an article for REMNANT about drugs, but I couldn't seemto handle it, 


Man, after we did that Happening Friday night I was finished, I mean I was tircd}" 
John wasn't too coherent on what the underground is. He could run down that hap- 
pened the different nights and thought some of it was goods But he still hadn't 
pieced it together. "It!'s groovy," he said, "that!'s a lot of good shit. But I've got 
itts too much. Maybe another time." 
~-Getridtéfthe P, Funk 


a paper to write tomorrow. And i 





Thoughts on Living from Dunrobin, Canada: 


Nestled: in a hollow of Cedars on the lazy river des Ottawa rests 
a small log cabin with thin walls. For the next year these walls will 
include 4 guitars, 1 mandolin, 12 harps (harmonicas), maybe 1 banjo, 
7000 assorted albums, 1 oil-burner, 1 rowboat less oars, assorted rugs, 
3 BeAc's, 1 university student, and one unsuccessful attempt at a BeSGe 
all happily united by the Anabaptist VISION. According to no purpose or 
plan this gathering IS--(primarily existential happening) e* 

Our existence does not promise to be a particular blast, creative 
radical analysis may not be forthcoming, but life sure Will be grocvye 
(up with people) One of our objectives is to avoid paying taxes; not 
at all difficult considering our. ambit.onlessness e 3 


The most appropriate message we can bring you is from the 
Upper Canada Gazette, September 13, 1800; ee 

Is a long beard handsomeer than a short beard, ‘or is it bettor 
to shave it than let it grow? Those aro indecd important questions, 
since they have been the subject of war between nations, and dis- 
putations between religious sects «~ ft is a question difficult to 
resolve, since after so many ages, we see on the surface of the 
earth as many people without a beard as people with a beard. 

The Americans are the only people on carth who never had quar 
rels or wars on this point -- The reason is quite obvious -- 
Nature has not given them a beard. 

To decide the question fairly, I think we should isolate our 
solves from all other people, and, without cntering into their 
particular interests and prejudice, confine ourselves to an CX 
amination of our owns 

All then we know on the subject is that the beard is desir 
able for youth, becomes the gravity of manhood, and is the orna- 
ment of old ages 

A thousand persons of no consideration mizht thus obtain it, 
and. the respect which we had not for themselves we might have 
for their beardse A fool mizht pass for a philosopher, and his 
beard stand in the place of wisdome 

I should state, that long hair was so much in veneration by 
our ancestors that when a debtor found himself unable to pay his 
debts, he went to the house of his creditor, to whom he presented 
a pair of scissors, and by cuvcing off his hair, or suffering it 
to be cut off became the actual slave of his crcditore 

The absurdity of these disputes should dispose every man to 
exercise a wise toleration -- a virtue most excellent inpractice, 
and particularly when the difference is not upon any of these 
which are essential to the well-being of socicty e an 


Oh yes, there is some Christianity which is suspected to have 
crept into all of thise What action this may take is vague but Allan 
Watts, Soren Kierkegard, Jaques Ellul, Martin Buber, Normon Mailcr 
and other laid theologians have ellicited our passions 


Yours, in the Lord: 
. Bill, Payne 
Alvin Koop 
Bob Neufeld 
Paul Parker 
Ernie Dick 
* We ask you to remember that the character of this press release has 
been tempered -by the quanity and quality of Molson's Canadian at hand. 
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Last year, John Bram wrote a Radical. Manifosto for Mennonites, Not 
he scores again with a "Confession of. Faithteea more personal and, we 
belicve, more readable document. REMNANT published excerpts from the 
Manifesto in Volume One Issue One. and now follows with the complete 3° «tis; 
unabridged text of the "Confessions ", ‘Braun is now a senior at Simon 
Fraser University in Burnaby, British Colombia workine with the Radical 
Mennonite Union (R.M.U.) there. Unfortunately, he is not going to Cuba as 
originally planned leaving REMNANT with a void whore we had speculated 
foclishly about a feeture article on the venture, At Simon Fraser 
the FMUers have revortedly heen busy supporting a student strike in 
Support of nine radical profs who were fired. :’ In’ thoir Spare tine, 
these students are developing a muitiemedia happening with theolosical 
overtones, This looks like part of a dishclical scheme to radicalize 
people with fascinating educationul toois., God bless these efforts 
nerth of the border, 

~-lids. 


In the nine months since I wrote the "Manifesto of the Radical l’ennonite Union" 
I’ve gone through enough changes to make it almost impoxvative that T atain set 
Something down to vaper, Put this time, instesd of the form of a hardline 
Propaganda pamphlet, I feel that a low-key, almost subjective statement is not 
only more avpropriate but also more in tune with what I’ve learned, Hence 
a "Confession of Faith" rather than a Manifesto, But exactly what I mean by 
faith is like vital, Usually faith is pictured to be a dogma or rule or norm 
or law or simply some statenent of belief thet one must verbally affirm as vell 
as attempt to so-to-speak “live within" to be considered saved or pure. It is 
something seemingly above and ahead of us that we must constantly follow. In 
opposition to this my experience tells me that faith is rather something that has 
to be made constantly real in my life and is determined by examining my life 
rather than by whether or not T express belief verbally in some dogma or portion 
thereof. Confession of faith should he expressed in behavior; confession by 
mouth is not at all adequate in en ape where almost total divergence of expressed 
belief and actual behavior is the accepted norm. What is needed is an understandin; 
of nraxis ( which means a unity of theory and action, of consciousness and activity, 
or rather the development of a religious praxis in the lives of Christians. To 
this end we must continually examine our om lives, how we have developed in the 
past snd how we intend to move forward in the future, This document is for me an 
attempt at such an examination, It will serve, I hope, as an articulation of the 
process I'm going throuch, of my praxis, 


"You don*t need a weatherman to tell which way the wind blows," 
: es | ~<-Dylan 

My formative experiences include what in rotrospect was a very conservative 
(M.B.) church beckground, an ambivalent though upverdly-mobhile family enviornment, 
rural habitation until 1% and 5 years in a Mennonite hich school (Mate, 

During my last year there I went throuch a very abstract political selfe: odin 
radicalization, then off to Simon Fraser U, and ricvht into the "New Left? student 
radical movement and a major resocialization with the whole religious trip 
relegated to the subconscious, But about e year exo I got to the point in my 
radicalization where I could no longer tolerate my schizoid existence hetween 
university and Mennonite church community. As a result I struck out at the 
latter with the tools and abilities I had developed: I helped organize the 
Radical Mennonite Union and I wrote the Ma nifesto, 

The admitted insufficiency of thet document stems from its origin at a somewhat 
primitive stage of my development as a radical Christian, I was only beginning 
to grasp my existential roots and Similarly only besinring to develop a really 
relevant Christianity on the basis of those roots, Although I can see some 
progression in my life, needless to say J have very far still to go, The major 
Gaui nof the Manifesto, its very cogmatic form of expression, is one of the things 
I feel I have overcome, mostly by coming to understand the difference dbetieen 
dogmotie and experiential ways of handling reality I outlined above, There are, 
in addition, other valid criticisms of the Nanifesto--mostly revolvine around 
the unimaginetiveness of many of the suscestions for reform, particularly those 
regarding church services, Yet despite its faults it did serve acequately as an 
initiation for the R,1.U, Improvement could only come on the besis of wider 
experience and Understandine, 

And largely because of the infamy ceused by the Manifesto I and other RM.U.ers 
have heen getting the kind of experience necessary, I've attended a number of 
conferences and meetings as well as having met with Sunday School sroups, Bible 
School groups and just plain adult discussion sroups,. Out of all this the major 
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lesson I’ve learned is that if anvthine at cil is to be accornlished, radicals 
are goine to have te continually confront enc struzele esainst the dogmas and 
social views we opnose end rever get snowed hy rhetoric about reconcilietion 
which means little more theh the reconciline of the opressed end the critice] to 
the onpressive status quo. 

And in my travels pnd tricls I've slso lesrned e lot of just where | ennonites 
Sn vorth America ere todey, Ive seen the real conservatives trying to retain 
their ethnicity and isolation in their farming villaces only to see their children 
leave it almost totellv. I've seen the seni- or full-urbenized pseudc-conservatives 
fiehtine chanze but doine so without the usuel isolation and beine continually torn 
by the innossibility of their vosition, Then there ere the affiuent pseude-liberals 
whose stetus-consciousness leads then to ehuck everything that nreyents their church 
from being just snother cenomination, just like the Reptist church covn the street. 
Cutside this “reary spectrum thera exists a motley essortrent of literals and 
raficels, trying in various vevs to chenze the situation, working either inside or 
outsife the church institutions, as shaveyeheired rehels or ¢s cloar-cut vrofess- 
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And eartsiniy the ray Vennonites live «nd inters 
ate need of chence, For one thine the kind of sociclization Vennonite children 
get, hoth by the home ond by the church, is suthoriterisn’to put it mildly. Child~ 
ren and yvyounc neople (and in fact adults too} are continually being indoctrinated 
with the official line with the effect that very few lesrn to handle beliefs in- 
anythine but s very dopmetic way, The same authoritarien forms also elemp dovn on 
behavior in a very repressive vov, varticvleriy with reeerd to ary evidence of 
sexuality or evan sensuousness. This is chvious to enone viewing how most Tenno~- 
nites use their bodies, The neec to “rasticelly reduce this cencral revressiveness 
can be readily seen with record to the vay in vbich } ennonite youth rebel against 
thoir authoriterien upbrincing, as inceed they must for a really healthy payehol- 
ovical dévelopment. The breaking away not only creates grossly schizoid personal 
ities but usua lly tekes the form of uncontrollable use of sicohol or more — 
recently, in many small Mennonite settlements, an inevedibly heavy use of drugs. 
"As you sow, so shall you rean."! Massive repression almost inevitably breeds 
erippled versonolities both in those that break avay as well as in those who 
don’t but rather repress themselves. 

Affluence noses another, somewhat different danger, Clearly, the major lesson 
of Mennonite historv is that whenever we became affluent by taking a major part 
in the capitalist econo-ies around us we were assimilated end our relicious as 
well as cultural heritase went down the drein, Without coubt Mennonites in North 
Amevica todey are eoine through this very process. Most lennonites are remaining 
staunch conservatives but vhat they are conserving is rapidly ceasing to be the 
nositive aspects of our heritage--a strong sense of community and brotherhood, 
the free church tradition ss well as 2 solid rejection of the values of the society 
around us--hbut ra ther movince toward a defense of the existine general. society 
and its values. It has larcely become a political conservatism supporting right 
wing movements to defend our affluence and “free enterprise system as well as 
9 social conservatism that is eppalled at such symbols of rejection of our 
society as long hair, beards, ete.-~this being an incredible about-face since 
the carly Anabantist times, 

Most Mennonites today, as well as most fundamentalists of all types, are existing 
as though their minds were totally divided in two. wth one half they live *...-s 
totally in this world end do what it asks of them, always careful not to rock the 
boat: thev are in effect completely given over to "hs one=dimensionality of 
modern existence snd thoueht. Yet in the other half of their heads they heve 
a very neat end conplete system of srandiose supernaturalism--i.e. hell, heaven, 
Satan, God, sin, redemption, etce.--which susrantees them salvation and a ticket 
to heaven but effects their real lives little i* et all. In fact the split 
an their heads coincides nicely with the split they believe exists in reality 
between this and the “other” worlds, I can only conclude from all this that to 
the extent the split exists end tothe “ot'er" world is held to be in a realm 
apart from this vorld, to that extent such srendiose sunerneturalizine is illusory 
and false, is the work of the imacination end tekes Christiens away from their 
very real tasks in this vorld, 

One mejor effort to overcone this tyne of problem 4s emercing on the right wing 
of the Morth American fundanentalist movement. It takes the form of what I like 
to esll “individualistic mysticism and is characterized by one-shot conversion 
experiences and by rhetoric about "letting the Snivit take over completely® in 
a Christian's life. I consider it a misguided attempt to develop a relevant 
Christianity for it clearly grows out of the seneral individualistic ideolocy 
dominant in Yorth: America--heing little more than a crand attempt et self." 
purification that only lightly cloaks over a profound leck of coneern for the 
kine of social conscience and social action a Christian should be engaged ine 
Nevertheless, this type of individualistic doctrine is recrettably gaining 
inereasine support amone lennonites, particularly M.B.'s, in spite of the long . 
Anabaptist heritage of brotherhood, community end viewine the group as the central 
subjectivity through which Christiens act in the world. All this has sot me to 
the voint where I'm considering referring to nyself as a conservative Mennonite!!! 


ee 
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You know somethine is hanpening here, 
But you don’t know what it is, 
Do you, Mr. Jones? 

~=-Dylan 

The tesks before a radicel Christian seem, I believe, to necessitate a 
thorough critique and reworkine of the language system and set of concepts of 
present-day Christianity, The word systems in present use have become repressive 
of the real spirit of Christ through their overuse end misuse, particularly because 
of the highly dogmatic way in which they have been used. To overcome this it 
is necessary to understand the narrowmess of this languege end then to develop 
new methods of expression in a way that would almost be considered as compensating 
for past abuse; although rememberinc that what is essential is not to clarify the 
conservetive content of the old languege but rather to be able to express a radical 
content in language that can generally be considered "Christian", 

To moke this more specific, within the framework of Christianity as a totally 
revolutionary force--that is, totally transforming our whole existence-=we need to 
emphasize those asvects that will most effec*ively counteract the present narrow 
vision of transformation linited almost totally to the individual soul. I pronose 
that the best wey of going about this is to conceptualize a relevant Christianity 
for this age ss a synthesis of a socio-political revolutionary bosition end a loving 
or spiritual way of relatine to other neople, This should be the essence of how 
we view Christ's uniqueness for our time, The precise neture of the revolutionary 
Stratezy has to be worked out on the basis of: the few scraps on the tovic the 
Pible wives, an ahalysis of the experience of the many revolutionary movements 
of history, particularly today’s New Left, and, most importently, Am understanding 
of the experience that we as Christians gain by involving ourselves in radical 
actions, The other part of the synthesis involves a vay of relating to other 
people on the basis of love, of openness and honesty; almost a spiritual unity, 

a true °I=thou! relationship in which we never treat others as objects. In this 
area we have much to learn not only from the Pible but also from the many of the 
mystic relicious writines, particularly of the Orient. The point, however, with 
this synthesis is not to theorize about it or marvel at how Christ was able to 
Coneretize it in his life but rather we should concentrate on makine it real in 
our lives, , | 

To this end it might also be useful to do a similar sort of compensating for 
past narrowmess in how we conceptualize about God. Instead of speskine of God 
@ § omnipotent crestor and ruler of the universe as ve now do we should.use 
languege that is less abstract and more real to our everyday existence, One 
possibile framework within which to do this would be to view God as the nerson- 
ification of the Spirituel unity of mankind, as the divinity of iumanity, Thus 
God would personify whet mankind must become; that is, the state of existence 
thet those who manifest God in this world must achieve bv brinsine shout the king= 
dom of God in history, In addition God’s reality is not primarily evident for us 
in the meterial universe but rather in our inter-action with other neople, partic- 
ularly when the relationshin is of the lovine type mentioned above; that is, a 
spiritual interaction, Thus “lso alienation from God ceases to he either highly 
abstract or purely operationalized into hehavior patterns that sre lehelled sinful; 
but rather becomes a Single, conerete condition of men (ise. sin) that can be 
analyzed in terms of alienation from neture~--throuch man’s ‘need! to dominate, 
exploit end thus destroy it--, alienation from other men~-through man’s "need 
to objectify end manipulate others-~,end alienation from oneself-=through our 
desire yet inability to control our lives, The concept of God should fulfill the 
function of a vision of en unalienated existence in harmony with one’s essence, 
Needless to say this whole ‘type of appro-ch 4s in need of vast clexifieation which, 
however, of necessity must he left for further develonnent through praxis and 
interaction, 

But the tasks thet lie inmediately befor redicsl !ennonites include much more 
than merely limiting ourselves to the type of theologizins that I have Ueto 
attempted, lore importent to he sure is the building of » radical opposition 
within Mennonite eircles--to develop a rennant~-to coin a bhrasel! The beginnings 
can already be seen in the numerous projects readies] Mennos have undertakene- 
coffeehouses, communal living experiments, magazines, vamphlets, hapvenings, anti- 
wa r work, etc, The task ahead lies not only in building these kinds of efforts 
but also pushing ever more strongly the tands of rsdieal Varitation® and organi- 
zation that has been taking place at vericus lennorite schools as well, as at 
general conferences, Wheat is needed is an even bLirvader and ever more militant 
application of ‘revolutionary reformism'=-the stratery by which demarls and actions 
for reforms in institutions are pushed vizorously with the goal being not merely 
the implementation of the reforms but more importantly to raise the ceneral con={ 
sciousness of the precise nature and functions not only of those institutions but 
of all of society in such a way as to undermine the totaliterian grip both the 
institutions and the society have on their members, In addition to this much 
radical intellectual work is going to have to be done: particularly critical 
analyses of the Bible, of Anabaptist and Mennonite history and of the present 
ideological and sociological state of the lennonites, Our immediate aim should be 


to have these types of analyses and our practical actions move forward in a > 
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thorouchly complementary menner so as to develop an effective radical Mennonite 
praxis. 

Beyond this there is the question of wor'tine with non-Christian redicals which 
brings up the whole problem of the absolutas* view that everyone rust find 
salvation through Christianity. My own view on this as that an individual's 
necessity for Christianity stems not so much from the objective conditicns; of, the 
universe as from the subjective history of the in7divicual, It is on this basis 
that I consider it essential that the process of liberation (salvation) in my life 
take vlace within tHe framework of Christisnity but I cannot on the same basis dog= 
matically insist that the same holds trve for everyone. There is, of course, the 
universal necessity to overcome alienation (sin)-=this being the cornerstone of eny 
Christian faith--but I submit that nassine out a nre-packsged, veroalized ansver 
to be believed dogmatically is an incorrect method, Rather we should Jive and act 
with the people around us so as to enable ail of them (snl us) to liberate 
themselves from alienstion to the extent that they becoine avare of thcir ewn needs 
in terms of carrying on. the process to its ultimeto conelusion--vhet we call the 
‘kingdom of God, an existence free from slienation, . 

On the besis of this I think it’s not only desireable but indeed, necessary that 
we work with non-Christian radicals, Althouvh there is a signific nt ditference 
in understanding, motivation, and method, there is enough of a similarity of goals 
to make cooperation desirable. Anywoy the mumber of Christian radicals in any 
secular enviornment--the university, for instance--is too small to aliow for really 
totally indenendent’ operations if any effect ot all is to he achieved. | | 

A comment on the question of violence vs, non=violence, .To me, at ierst, 
most of the discussion on this topic is nothine but abstract, academic snecuiatione 
The difference between the two is essentially tactical and should be fctated as 
such, @ranted the means to an end are all important and precisely because of this 
our methods should be internalized in the process of struggie rathei than abstr-cted 
into a "Philosophy of non=violence", ie must learn, here as everywhere, from our 
exnerience in struggle rather then follow en abstract choice, be it for violence 
or non-violence, made before the struggle. _ | Bo : 

The immediate need is to strueele against the alienation and oppression all 
around us, Part of the effort lies, of course, in airecdy developed areas of, 
strugzle-="racial! and ethnic groups fighting for a better life; farm workers» 
strugeling for a decent living; women fighting deeply inbred repression and. . 
discrimination; students wantine some control over their own education; the anti- 
war movement: and of course the struggles of various netions of the Third World 
for independence--i.e. Vietnam--as well as numerous other areas of conflict, . We 
as Christian radicals should, I believe, he doiny all we can to aid in all these 
struggles not only on the already defined battlecrounds but also within our own 
communities, Mennonites are by no means free of Feelings of recial suneriority 
(look at how many mission programs have been handled) let alone more blatant forms 
of racism; and the record with ethnic minorities, farm labow, education and women 
is by no means lily-white either, Yet these are only major focal points for we 
should be struggling against repression and slienation wherever we are--the areas 
of struegle are indeéd many, the workers indeed few! Then again Christians always 
did picture themselves as suffering servants: 


"The entique people are feding out slowly 

Like newsnapers flaming in ind suicide — 

Godless end sexless directioniess loons 

Their sham sandecastles dissolve on the tide 

They put on their deathmasks end compromise daily 

The new children will live for the elders have died," 
=--Tim Buckley 


Down with Fat-Cat Christienity 

Obscenity is stuffine yourself snd your garbage can while watching 
with quiet glee as “our Boys® burn rice paddies in Vietnem. 

Hapoiness is smashing the state 

Before change, wunderstending; before understanding, confrontation. 
Anabaptists heve a nersecution complex, or is it prosecution complex? 
A New Christianity for a New Relicious Age 

God is alive; Maric is Afoot 


"elcome to you who read me today. Welcome to you who put my heart 
down. ‘Welcome to you, darling and friend, who miss me forever in 
your trip to the end." ~-Cohen 


John Braun 
34146 Marshall Rd., 
Abbotsford, BC. 
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Dear Editors: 

I feel I must comment on the article 
written by Keith Kauffman in your last 
issue, volume one--issue two, of the 
REMNANT, Mr, Kauffman seems to have 
some very strong feelings as to what 
happened in the rural community of 
Freeman, S.D. this past year, the summer 
of "69, Having been a part of this 
sociological phenomenon, I too share 
his strong feelings concernine the 
sometimes tragic events as they evolved, 
especizllv as they related to the estab~j 
lishment of the coffeehouse, It would 
seem to me, however, thet Mr. Kauftnan 
presented s somewhat one-sided nicture 
of the events. Perhaps he did not teel 
he had the necessarv time to exveund the 
entire truth due to his preoccupation 
with the word "shit", Whatever the aase 
may have been, I wish to edd a few facts 
to make the story of Freeman ond the - 
coffee-house more complete, 

That this small rural community was 
extwemely uptight, one can hardly deny. 
In fect, nerhaps never hefore hed this 
area exverienced the type of mental 
violence it did this summer, In an 
attempt to he at least subjectively 
objective, perhaps it might be well to 
ask “why, Why the condemnation of a 
meeting place for youth, when. only within 
the pest year a community project such 
as this foundered due to the lack of a 
suitehle location, Why the mistrust=_ 
fulness of y-uth when those involved in 
the heginnines of the coffee-house were 
largely the youth leaders of the churches 
in the area? Why the censure and somes 
times the hate, when Christ asks for love 
and understandine? Why? Why? The 
question stands out in stark nadedness, 
Perhaps at least’ nart of the answer to 
the query is fortheomine when one real~ 
izes the. constructs of a community such’ 
asi this, 

Coming over in the latter part of the 
last century, the f-thers were a hardy 
lot--a group of settlers who adhered .to 
the Protestant work ethie end because of 
it were able to eke out an existence and 
not only eke out sn existence but build 
for themselves 4 small empire, What had 
been the evolution of the rurrl psychic? 
What has seemingly developed in terms of 
psycholosvical characteristics is a strone 
sense of self sufficiency: » more than 
ample share of pride and an extpeme ~ 
confidence of beine in the will of God, 
The pacifistic stance of this rural people 
is strong, so strone thet snvone not 
taking this position is looked upon with 
disfavor, sometimes with disdain. The 
separation of church =nd state is complete 
The separation of the Christian from the 
world is incomplete, and this has heeome 
a constant threat, Reading materiel is 
lergely limited to the local newspaper 
and sometimes the Readers Direst, The 
sex ethic is puritan and of paramount 
importence, producing instant condemna= 
tion of such croups as the hippie culture, 
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Thow a the youth are repressed. as 
Mr, iautfman hes inc’ eated, this repression 
is often unrealized, for in the average 
in'ividuel thepe is little questioning of 
treditionel religious beliefs or even of 
the handed down moral standards, What 
concerns the average young person is peer 
Froun ecceptance, often attained by the 
acquisition of a new car or girl friend, 
Put when Mr. Average Young Person leaves 
the commuity, a new found freedom often 
brings profound results, The formerly 
unquestioned relicious beliefs seem sud~ 
denly archaic end hardly stend the on- 
slaught of the seasoned and intellicent 
debater. Christ, seen only in-the livit 
of a single interpretation, seems ohsolote. 
and the church, still seen in the context 
of the rural community, is meanineless snd 
often left wehind, sometimes for cood, 

hera is, however, the small nercentare 
of youth who, even in the face of eriticisy, 
(in the case of Freeman, natural. hair is 
the point of conflict--"Hippies") hare 
broadened their heretofore ethnic minds 
and have come out of themselves to present 
a fantasvic hiwan potential, 

But in the eyes of the wiral comunity, 
natural heir and the lhberaion of thought. 
patterns is seen only as a threat to the 
stetus quo. And considerine the socio- 
economic hackground out of which a typical 
Mennonite enclave such es Freeman has 
emeroed, is it any wonder the sometimes 
totel loss of rationality with which it 
faces the radicality of Christ's message . 
and its implications, ? 7 

"Suddeniy, out of nowhere came a group 
of intellectuals with beards," ran the 
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Freeman response ,*and in the time span of 


one month, they buy a building in. the 
heart of the conpiunity,directly between 
our two big beattiful churches, decorate 
Lt wildly colored lights, low-burning 
candles and wild looking nosters, and 
expect our kids to come." It is little 
wonder Freeman was the scene of nentel 
violence this summer. Unfortunately not 
more than a handful. thought to check out 
the wild rumors so ubiquitously present, 
Yes, there was polarization at Freenen, 
But if there wes malice in the air there 
was also Christian concern and love, 

In the final analysis, perhaps the 
most authentic judgment in the case of 
Freeman end the coffee house would result 
in taking a frief look et what this 
meeting vlace for youth hes evolved into 
from the time of its concention three — 
end one-half months ago. Durine this 
time "The Secol House" has cone through 
the spasms of srowth which sometimes 
have shook it with such force as to slmost 
cause it to crumble inte nothineness, but 
zt has survived and becauss of its 
survive] has sttained a remarkable amount 
of strength and elasticity, Whether that 
strength will be sufficient for it toe 
econtinue to weather the problems produced 
by its settine and those inherent in this 
type of s structure, remains to he seen, 
An association has been formed in which 
any youth contributing seven dollars 
recieves membership wich entitles hin 
to one vote. This associetion has 
elected 4 decision makine hady norm as 
the board of directors which in turn 
2 - (continted oY) 
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has chosen the various committees. (such 
as prosram, finence, etc.) reauired for 
the sustenance of this particular insti- 
tution. In 211 committees, including 
_the board of directors, there is an efen 
representation of adults and youth, 
Programming for the weekend nishts of 
operation has varied widely in their 
content with an approximetely even rep- 
resentation of mind stimulating evenings 
and evenings of a more strictly enter- 
toinment nature. All personnel involved 
an the organizational and operational 
structure are residentsfleaders of the 
community and the "founder" resides only 
in advisory capacity. This alone attests 
to the potential of this rural community-= 
a community Mr. Kauffman seems to have 
wrattem off with the-greatest of vengence.s 

The youth of the Freeman area are 
truly beautiful people and I am convinced 
their votential remains unchallenged 
among the youth of our day. But they 
will need more than that which many of 
our rural communities can give them if 
they are to become committed Christian 
adults in our present world, Perhaps this 
4s wiat a plece of freedom end honesty 
and love can accomplish, 

The rural cormunity vresents a long 
row to hoe, but often, as is the case of 
Freeman, those who hoe are not necessar- 
ily those who choose the community as a 
temporal residence. And so I would say 
to Mr, Kauffiman, “don't Vass out the baby 
with the bath water’, for at this time 
they are still verv much a pert of each 
other, 

In conelusion, I would like to express 
my appreciation for the Roger Kaufmans 
whose prescense in the Freeman area this 
summer was of paramount imvortance for 
the establishment of the coffee house; 
to my pastor who is a Christian unafraid 
to stend up for what he believes and is 
a constant source of strength to those 
around him; and to those of this rural 
community who are not part of the com- 
fortable pew. 

Love, Agape Way /Lyle Preheim 

Freeman, So.Dak. 


The forgoing letter was delivered to 
us by Roger Kaufman after a Thanks- 
giving visit to South Dakota. He chose 
to share some additional information 
concerning Freeman with Remnant readers 
along with a brief response to Preheim'’s 


letter above. Here 2oeSee. 
~-0S 6 


Freeman has regained its usual calm 
after its summer catastrophe reported 
an the last issue, but weird events con- 
tinue to. transpires 

Waldo Kaufman, the personification of 
Preeman’s values and P.R. man 
Junior College, reportedly devoured the 
last Remnant and regurgitated it to sev- 
eral Fd@ board members. I recommend that 
he re-read the editorial corment regard- 
ing the use of such periodicals on vage 
two of the last issue. 


Petheny Church, the most liberal of 
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I always say. 


Treeman's "Stronaly Paci fistic™ comunity 
of churches "no-no'd"® the idea of ringing 
the vhurch bell for Nov. moratorium feare 
ine its disruptive consequencés. 

Tie Local Menno Ministerium objected 
to the svegestion that John H, Yoder be 
invited to challenge the minds of Free- 
man’s youth, arewing that he might dead 
em astray with his Anabaptist vision. 
his long hair, and his beara, 3 

Freeman's coffee house is suffering a 
loss of vatronage due to its excessive 
connection with the church in the minds 
of young people. This abominable situa 
tion continues despite the rise of Joe 
Mierah, Freeman's bright young radical 
star, to the position of coffee house 
manager, Efforts to correct this mis= 
understanding are now underway. 

Lyle Preheim gave me the letter appears 
above and various other admonisions. I 
hate to be cast in a positiom of de- 
fendine KKK%s vehement outburst of 
vulearity, but Lyle shovid heve noted 
thas shit’ was used five times in 
two varagraphs to emphasize the same 
point of enality that he would attempt 
ot make with such phrases as: “this 
rural community was extremely uptight" 
or tmental Violence". Also lyie's 
Nother side" of the picture of events 
wound up looking much iike Ki’s minus 
the shit, Lyle gives us much the same 
anclysis of Treeman's maladys, as KK, 
concerning its work ethic, its history, 
its sex ethic, and its dogma; excevt 
that he asks us to sympathize as well as 
understand. I think that Lyle tends to 
misunderstand KXK, A conversation with 
the two might zo something like thiss 
Lyle: “Don’t toss out the baby with the 
bath water." 

KKK: Right, just let the fetus out of the 
water sack. 

Lyle: Why did you write off Freeman with 
such a vengence? 

KxK: I didn’t. *"Vengence is the Lord's’, 

He can deal with Freeman's 

four generations of sin. 

Lyle: But there was Christian love and 

vunderst nding in some adults in Freeman, 
KK: True, there are also some beautiful 

cops in Chicago, but I%d be hard put to 

make them the dominant theme of a two- 
sided report. 

Lyle: I don*t think that you wrote a 
responsible report of events. 

KKKs Neither do I. 


ni: --Roger Kaufman 
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Dear Brethren 

weecel think you guys are on to a good 
thing. I>can't agree with a lot of what 
you say, which is why I think it's so fine 
I’m searching, and you are searching, and 
we're at different olaces right now, but 
you never know--as long as we keep 
searching, there's a chance we might 
arrive at the same place. Of course, ate 


for Freeman we ever do agree on everything, I°1] ** 


have to cancel my subscription because 
T%11 be bored to death of you. 
Lord bless you all. 
Your Brother/Denny Byler 
Goshen College 
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GATSS OF HELL 


Dear Sditor: 

Having just been orivileged to read Vol, 
I, Issue t of the “Remnant Newsletter" , 
I would like to resvond with e few com~ 
ments. Your energy and efforts to rro- 
mote ideas is worthy of consideration, 
The "Remnant Newsletter" brings together 
a lot of news, events, and happenings 
that have heen occurring in various 
parts ecross the country. Your corments 
concerning these are quite interesting, 


Thet the Mennonite Church and the sons 
of Menno are without fault would be the 
prime overstatement of the year. The 
church is comnrised of human beings sub- 
ject to all the weaknesses and frailties 
that human life brings with it, Rerv 
few Christians have been able to live a 
completely victorious and 100% effeas 
tive Christian’: lives, TI am one of the 
first to say and to admit that we have 
made meny mistakes and failures in our 
pilerimage in the faith, 


It seers to me that one of the outstend- 
ing and strong characteristics of the 
Anabaptists was to sesrch the Scriptures 
and seek to ohey them in everv resvect, 
Their reaction to the establishrents was 
not to ridicule and east reflections, 

but to meet with their enemies face to 
face and in hove endeavor to communicate 
and understand them, When they were + 
rejected they naturally had to resort to 
flicht and mdervround activities, I 

am unahle to read where either Jésus, 

the apostles, or Anabavtists set up com- 
munes in which to exnress their Chris-~ 
tian faith and Witness. Christian 
community was an automatic vroduct of 
Christian living without their organ~ 
izing ond olamning for it. No where 

does the apostles advocate anv reproduc~ 
tion of the community life that devel- 
oved in Jerusslem in the early vart of 
the Christian church, The Mennonite 
Church in general today is onen to Christ- 
lans of every backeround, culture, race, 
economic level of life, as well as ed- 
ucational levels. You ean obtain a fair 
and representative “earing and accevt= 
ance by confronting church leaders and 
sharing your concerns, There is no need 
for any undereround movements as far ag 
the Christien church itself is concerned. 


What seems to disturb me a great deal 
also is the fact that your vocabulary is 
so limited in describing things that you 
heave to resort to terns and words that 
ere ordinarily not accevtable in sublie 
life today, I feel sorry for anyone who 
is so handicapned in vocabulary that he 
has to resort to such terms in order to 
exvress his mind Tt makes me think that 
evidently the mind has been filled with 
that type of substance, 


My prayers are that you will join the 
workers and forces of the Christian 
church in helping to build the church of 
Jesus Christ and winning people into His 
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fold rather than to attack the church and 
cry to undermine it in various ways. I 
have no fear of your revorted movement 
because the Church is built on the rock 
or Jesus Christ and the gates of heil 
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caimot. prevail against it, I am glad I 
belong to such an organism that has life 


af 
witain itself through its founder and 
receemer. We will continue to pray that 
you will res»nond also in using your en~ 
ergies and efforts for the building 
program rather than in a destructive 
effort. 
Very sincerely/ J. J. Hostetler 
Stewardship Secretary 
Mennonite General Conf, 
Scottdale, Pa, 15683 
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PENGUIN POWER 


Brothers, 

Way didn’t you print my fuckine letter? 
(The reason we didn't print Brother Ron's 
earlier letter was because we were waiting 
for this cus,--lds) I mean we’re all off 
en our own Lithle ego trivs but that 
doesn't mean we can’t all heve cur jJoilies 
together. Put that is irrelevant (also 
irreverent.) I thought vour second issue 
was better than your first (add 3 ego 
points.) and encourage your efforts to go 
on, Some day after the revolution we 
Mennos whould gather in the Midwest (which 
seens to be Mennonite Head Quarters) and 
pay homaze to our ancestors, 

Misc, comments on me, you, Mennonites, 
and manifestos: i die your death-theory 
regarding the Mennonite Church--am won 
dering exactly where you conceive your 
role to be in relation to it, i mean are 
you. swimming around in the shit, are you 
floating on an island of turds giving the 
finger to everyone else, or have you left 
the whole stinking pool behind? Person- 
ally, i became tired of being a bad-ass, 
smoking in the student union at 3 -Bglla. 
and being blacklisted in my home commun- 
ity and left my college and the church, 

1 now conceive of my identity (i feel) as 


_ being more or less removed from the church 


But why am i telling you all thise-i don’t 
really know except that None of Us can 
Escape Our Background and all that other 
psychological bullshit, 

I arm currently engaged in organizing 
with the Resistance here-~also am Fresnot#® 
comordinate for the Moratorium actions. 

I am also considerine, as a guerilla the~ 
atre move, burning my draft ecard at an up~ 
corins Mennonite Brethern Conference, 3$ 
Send me your ideas if you want but any. 
way my food wishes follos you to the ends 
of your turf. Remember that, Mark Rudd 
notwithstanding, you don’t need a Weather- 
man to know which way the wind blows, 
Also remember that tho spirit of the neo- 
ple is greeter than The Man’s technology 
(or his Bullshit), 
All Power to the Penguins 
Love, Peace, Revolution, and 
a Good Ass/Ron Thiesen 


P.S.--Revolutionary quote of the month: 
The most effective fucker is e mother-™ 
fucker...e. 


More Kanno Loiririne Comunignte (Catinacd fron Fret pare) 


Ard words aré our medium in this newsletter, even when we talk about non-verbal 
phenomena. With words we analyze the film "Mcdixm Cool." With words wo respond to 
the political situation in America. And wita words our readers write us leticrs, “re- 
ports, ard articles from their perspectives, We also ce% caught in our rhetorical 
bags, sometimes imagining that words will chanze things, and forgetting what the 
words refer to. But wo realize that this newsicticr is not itsclf the reality wo are 
communicating: the reality is out there, and wo simply share the information we Pree 
ecive, Wo use words to dovolop our consciousness of what is happening « 

Young Mcnnos are developing a political consciousness. Many are still trappcd in 
the official political rhetoric, many more are still so separate from the world that 
they focl no involvement, much less responsibility, for what takes place Ovt There 
sn the sinful world. Nonconformity and nonresistance--those arch pillars of Menno- 
mito consciousness--can icad to cither cultural isolation or to confrontaticone Boeing 
a separate peophe can mcan being a member of a small religious sect, bet it can also 
mean boinz a part of the political and cultural underground. Where is the Ursderground? 
Is it in ignoring the world or in resisting it? 

Those of us who are developing a political consciotsness have obviously learned 
some good things from our Mennonite heritage: we have icarned to distrust wars and 
warmaker's, many of us have. learned disseny (obeyhag "Godt rather than man}, many 
have nevor saluted the flag, Having loarncd a lot but. still focling limited by our 
background has made us react quite stronzly to 34. Perhaps that is why the first 2 
issucs of this newslctter cmphasizcd our Menno bags a | | 

But young Mennos in 1969 are moving beyond the limitations of a single heritage. 
Ron Thiessen's letter (pazte 35) is only one incication of many that we are now ina 
post-Mcnno age. The discussions on radical politics we will be having this weck in 
our commune is still another: I doubt that thore will be much. discussion of theology 
or Anabaptism; instcad we'll be discussing ways of stopping the political maripula- 
tion (also cconomic, ste.) of the many by the upperclass fow in America. 

So this issue emphasizes politics and art more tian Monnonitism, secular issucs 
more than the traditionally sacred, ways of ercating altornate structures more than 
attecks on cxisting institutions, now Language rather than old content. It is in- 
possible to guess what the future of REMNANT is, but we promise that white it lasts 
we will keep changing our ideas, our emphases, our manizcstos.s And we hope you will 
change tod’. 
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FINAL NOTE; A fow misconceptions clarificd. First, I am not the editor of remnant-~ 
such a title docsn'’t cxist--the cditors arc whoever happens to work on a 
particular issuc. For the past 2 igsues my roving adcross was used and I 
have done most of the correspondance. But now we have a permanent eddress 
(upside dow below) and phone number (31247749771). 

Secondly, the cditors of remnant aml the commune here in Chicago (some 
overlap) have no conspiracy to impose their own structures on other radical 
Mennos. But rather, thore is a conspiracy to make radical Mennos aware of 
cach other, to holp us move out of our Menno bag, to make us politically 
aware and active, to increase the sensitivity of our minds and bodics~- 
liberate us from our repressions, to encourage all of us to sct up alternate 
structures of cducation, politics, art, and living, and to confront all 
establishments. We have been accused of beiny anarchists: the truth of that 
is our hope that you will do your own thing; instcad of fearing (or hoping) 
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